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During the financial year ended 31 March 2021, this authonty's intemal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operaticn and oblained appropriate evidence from the authonty.

The internal audit for 2020/21 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.,
On the basis cf the findings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conclusions are summarised in this tabie. Set
out below are the objectives of intemal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial vear o a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal coniro! objeciive

. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority compiied with its financial reguiations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expendituwre was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authorily assessed the significan risks o achieving its objectives and reviewed the adeguacy
of arrangaments 1o manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgelary process; progress against
the budget was reguiarly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptiy
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petly cash payments were properly supporied by receipts, ali petty cash expenditure was gpproved
and VAT appropriately accounied for.

{ G. Sataries to employses and aliowances fo members were paid :nacca'dancewﬂhtrnsau&mn*gfs
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements wers properiy applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

I _Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the vear.

J. Amm@ﬁatmwﬁpw&dmmemwemwmmwmmfm

anc payments cr income and expenditure), agreed o the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
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K. if the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2019720, it met the

exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (iF the authority had a limited assurance ‘
review of its 2019/20 AGAR fick “not covered”)

L. if the authority has an annual tumover not exceeding £25,000, it publishes information on 2 website/ Wit /

webpage up to date at the Sme of the infemal audit in accordance with the Transparency codefor | |
srnalier authorities. . 3

M. The autharity, during the previous year (2018-20) comrectly provided for ﬂm penod for the exerciss of / :

<K

e
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public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (evidenced by the notice published
i on the website and-ur authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2019720 AGAR
{see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

0. {For locai councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities 2s a3 trustee.
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Date(s) internal audit undertaken - Name of person who camied out the infernal audit
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Signature of person who m
carried out the internal audit ’M%ﬁﬂgj‘\—f‘ . Date —l"H/\ W (2—1
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2020/21

We acknowledge as the members of

BEANTON

PAESE Cowpnic bl

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Siatements. We confirm. o the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:

%‘L \We have put in place arrangemends for effechve inancial

prepared ifs accounting siatemenis in sccordance

and corruplion and reviewed its effecliveness.

i
management during the vear, and for the preparation of 1./// with the Accowrss and Audil Regulaiions. |
the accounting sialemens. |

2. We maintained an adeguate sysiem of intemal control made proper arrsngements and accepied respunsmﬂi?y |
mcluding measures designed (0 prevent and delect fraud o for safeguarding the public money and resources in

ils charge.

3. We took ali reasonabie steps o assure ourselves
that there are no matlers of actual or polential

! non-complisnce with laws, regulations and Proper

i Practices that could have a significant financial effect

on the ability of this authority to conduct iis

business or manage its finances. R

has aonly done what it ias the legal power fo do and has

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for \1\
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the |

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity fo
inspect and ask questions about this authonily's accounts.,

|
i reguiraments of the Accounts and AudE Regulalions. - \]\Qi" =
| 5, We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this By
authority and look appropriate steps to manage those | .~
risks, including the introduction of intemal confrols and/or | l//
external insurance cover where reqguired. j

1

| considered and documenied e fnancial and otherrisks it

faces and dealt with them properiy. (

§. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effeclive system of internal audit of the accounting
records and Coniroi systems.

1 controls and procedures, 1o give an objective view on whether

in reports from internal and external audit

7. We ook appropriate action on all maiters raised ]

amranged for a compeatent person, independent of the financial

internal controis meet the needs of this smalfer authonty.

respontied fo mmslfers brought io iis atiendion by internal and
extemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occuming either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authorily and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements,

9. {For iccal councils ondy?! Trust funds inciuding
charitable. in our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharped our accountability
respansibifities for the fund{s)fassets, nciuding
financiai reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit. '. l

gisciosed everything it should have about ifs business aclivity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant

has met ail of &s responsibifies where, as a body
corporate, i is 2 soie managing trustee of 3 local
trust or fusts.

T

*Please provide explanations 1o the exiema!l auditor on a separate sheetl for each ‘N’ response and describe how the
authorily will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Govermance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

wed |9 Maﬁ-‘ 2024

and recorded as minute reference:

19/2\ Fuvace V. adephum o anqus|
Qovernence gh

Signed by the Chairman and Cle
approval was given;

Chairman

Clerk

meeting where

74
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020/21 for
Demt_nn Parish Council

..........
..........

1. Balances brought : S 5 : | Total bafances and resenves zt the beginming of the year
forwaird .f 48.062 48;66@ as recorded in the fnanciaf records. Value must agree fo
j Box 7 of previous year.
! Total amount of precept {or for IDBs rates and levies)
i

2. (+) Precept or Rates and

Levies 25.000 25, received or receivabie in the year. Exclude any granis
- _ ¥ { recefved.
| 3. (+) Total other receipts . : 1 Toial income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less |
2438 3,899 the precept or ratesievies received (line 2. Include any |
* E s grants received. |
4, (-} Staff costs ! Total expenditure or paymenis made o and an behalf
{ of afi empioyees. Include gross safanes and wages,
5,036 5,104 employers Ni conifributions, employers pension
i 5. (-} Loan interesiicenital | o R | Total expenditure or paymenis of capitel and inderest
repayments f}; {,‘1 made during the year on the authiorily's borrowings {if anyj.
i 6. (-) All other paymenis | Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
21,7985 21,005 book less staff costs {line 4) and loan interest/capital

'.i : ‘ i repayments {line 5}.
| 7. (=} Balances carried | Totai balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must

forward ‘ '481669{ ' 51:555% equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6}.
L ! !
i 8. Total uaiue‘ of cash and _ i The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
| short term investments 48,669 51,559 hoidings and short term investments heid as at 31 March —
| ; = i To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus Eat 2 g The vaiue of all the property the authorfty owns — it is made
long term investments 71,500 71 ,5% up of alf its fixed assefs and long term investments as at
and assets | 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 from third parties (including PWLS).

11. {For Local Coundis Onily} Disclosure note

= ; : The Council, as 2 body corporate, acts as sole rustee for
re Trust funds {including charitabie}

§ and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
not inciude any Trust transactions.

i certify that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting i confirm that these Accouniing Statements were
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability approved by this authority on this date:

Return have been prepared on either a receipis and payments | /9/5/2’/

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide tc Proper Praciices and present faidy
J“,‘E financial posiion of mﬁ ShoMy: . 1 [ﬁ/-l; - f~inenc€ o L ode Pht‘:rn : GP
Signed by Responsible Finanaiat Cfficer before being redpr Sl lemend
presented to the authority foy approval h’ﬁ

AP / Signed by Cha
/ﬁ‘/ Statements wg

as recorded in minute reference:

erg’ the Accounting

i 26!/::4/21
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2020/21

in respect of - L DENtoN PARSE GouaiCie—

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsbifity as suditors o complete a limited assurance review is sei out by the National Audit Office (NAC]. A imited
assurance review is not 2 full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carmed out in accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & kreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Govemment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory auwd#t is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a imited assurance review, the auditor is responsibie for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountability Retum in accordance with NAC Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02} as issued by the NAQ on behalf of the
Compfroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAC websile —

hitps:/Awww nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effeciive and ihal i has

a sound system of internai control. The authority prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability Return n
accordance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and
- confirms and provides assurance on those matiers that are relevant to our duties and responsibiliies as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2020/21

(Except for the matters reporied below)” on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum_ in
our opinmion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum is in accordance with Proper Practices and
no other matiers have come to our attention giving cause for concem that relevant legisiation and regulatory requirements have not been met
("delete as appropnate).

i b iy

{continue on a separate sheet if required)

s s = - et v g W B e i e sk L S, s ]

{Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw {o the atiention of the authonty:

|
|
|
£
|
|
|
|

{continue on 2 separate shest if required) {

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We cerdify/do not ceriify” thal we have compieted our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemnance and

Accountability Retum, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for
the year ended 31 March 2021.

“We do not certity completion because:

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature Date

Annual Governance and Accountability Retum 202021 Part 3 Pance 8 ofé



Annual Internal Audit Report

(to be read in conjunction with the Annual Internal Audit Report in the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return)

Name of council: Denton Parish Council
Name of Internal Auditor: | Mrs TL Charteress Date of report: 7" May 2021
Year ending: 31 March 2021 Date audit carried out: | 7" May 2021

Internal audit is the periodic independent review of a council’s internal controls resulting in an assurance report
designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating procedures under the
council’s control. Managing the council’s internal controls should be a day-to-day function of the council

through its staff and management and not left for internal audit. It would be incorrect to view internal audit as
the detailed inspection of all records and transactions of a council in order to detect error or fraud. This report
is based on the evidence made available to me and consequently the report is limited to those matters set out
below.

The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external
audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and external audit. Failure to take
appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit opinion.

To the Chairman of the Council:

Thank you very much for sending documentation as requested enabling me to conduct the Internal
Audit for the Parish Council remotely, due to the Covid 19 pandemic.

| examined Book Keeping, Due Process, Risk Management, Bank Reconciliations, Internal Control,
Year-End Procedures and performed a detailed scan of the minutes via the website. | also sought
evidence that previous Audit Reports have been actioned.

| draw your attention to the following comments:

e ltis verydisappointing to note that despite having raised the out-of-date website on my two
previous Annual Internal Audit Reports, the matteris still not resolved. | would suggest that
during a pandemic, residents of Denton should have been able to view the activities of the
Parish Council and that the website should have been afocal point of information as well as
displaying transparency. The website is still not active, the last Minutes| can find published
on the old website are dated March 2019. | realise the Council have now approved a
2Commune website but | am disappointed to have to raise this fora third year

e Minutesreferences35/20, 72/20 & 81/20 all referto a process by which the Parish Council is
looking to go outto tenderto repair the Churchyard wall. | would draw your attention to the
Parish Council Financial Regulations. The most up to date publication of 2019, by which the
Council should be operating under, clearly state the process for procurement. The Minutes
published show various names of contractors who may or may not, be awarded the contract
and | would suggest this is very poor practise and commercially sensitive information. Any
procurement projects the Council wishes to pursue must adhere to due process; this process
mismanaged, could be subjectto legal challenge.

Page| 1
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| was pleased to note the publication of the Exercise of Publics Rights this yearand that the Council
has carried out a process of Internal Control. | note the Clerk, Mrs Clarke, is leaving her position and
would like to thank herfor hersupportin achieving the Internal Audits overthe last few years. | wish
herall the very bestin her next “chapter”.

| wish the Parish Council a successfuland safe 2021/2022 and look forward to returning to complete
the Annual Internal Audit nextyear.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs TL Charteress CiLCA
Internal Auditor to the Council
07818 084231
tcharteress@gmail.com

The figures submitted in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return are:

Year ending Year ending
31 March 2020 31 March 2021
1. Balances broughtforward 48,062 48,669
2. Annual precept 25,000 25,000
3. Total other receipts 2438 3,999
4. Staffcosts 5,036 5,104
5. Loan interest/capital repayments 0 0
6. Total other payments 21,795 21,005
7. Balances carried forward 48,669 51,559
8. Total cash and investments 48,669 51,659
9. Total fixed assets and long-term assets 71,500 71,500
10. Total borrowings 0 0

The proper practices referred toin Accounts and Audit Regulations are set out in Governanceand
Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England (2020). It is a guide to the accounting practices to
be followed by local councils and it sets out the appropriate standard of financial reportingto be
followed. A copy of the guide is available forfree download from:

No
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