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NEWS REPORT OCTOBER 2024 

Monthly Highlights  
WNC is proposing to implement a 50-mph speed limit to replace the derestricted signs on the entrance to 
and exit from Little Houghton.  WNC will proceed to final design, pricing and scheduling.  Once I have 
further news, I will be in touch. 
 
Highways have advised me that temporary traffic works are in place on the A428 to reduce stress on a 
failing structure, which is described as ‘parapet repairs’.  They are working at planning repairs, but they are 
complex.  The two- way traffic signals will remain in place as a 24-hour safety measure until the works are 
completed.  
 
Kier Transportation, working together with West Northamptonshire Council, will be undertaking repair 
works to a damaged surface water drain on Nene Rise, Cogenhoe, from 14 October-22 October 2024 
 
Highways response teams for Kier and West Northamptonshire Council have been out and about 
supporting emergency services, having attended 200 incidents during the recent flooding, three quarters of 
which were flooding related with the remainder a mix of emergencies, such as fallen trees and 
dislodged/broken manhole covers. 
 
Please visit the 'Give us your views on Pharmaceutical Needs' Consultation, which closes midnight Sunday 6 
October 2024. 
 
Residents and stakeholders are invited to provide their input to an HMO Licencing Strategy by taking part in 
the survey via West Northamptonshire Council’s consultation hub before midnight on Monday 7 October 
2024. 
 
Residents, businesses, and community groups are invited to take part in an online pre-planning 
consultation for the proposed Wantage Park crematorium and celebration facility. The online engagement 
will run until Wednesday 16 October 2024.  
 
We are in the process of finalising our Tree and Woods Strategy, setting out how we will manage, protect 
and expand tree and woodland cover across West Northants to 2045, as well as how we intend to 
collaborate with partners and the wider community.  The deadline for comments is Sunday 13 October 
2024. 
 
If you think that there is not enough in the Local Transport Plan for you or your community then please 
respond to the consultation, which runs until 17 October 2024.   
 
We have launched a survey for anyone in West Northants who has experienced domestic abuse.  See my 
Monthly Report. 
 
We are looking for feedback on Heritage Open Days.  This survey closes at midnight on 31 October 2024 
 
Adult Social Care will be at Welcoming Spaces, Towcester Library on 8 October 2024 from 10am – 12pm, no 
appointment is needed. 
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The council’s annual canvass is now well underway.  If we do not receive a response to our form, we will 
make every attempt to get a response from you.  This may include sending reminder forms, text / email, 
telephone calls, or visiting your property between September and November 2024. 
 
Trading Standards team is encouraging livestock owners in the county to familiarise themselves with the 
signs to look out for in relation to bluetongue virus.  See Monthly Report. 
 
At the WNC Planning Policy Meeting on 18 September 2024, we considered the Council’s response to the 
current Government consultation on Reforms to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  For West 
Northamptonshire, this would see the annual requirement increase from 2,124 to 2,584 per annum, a total 
additional requirement of 13,000 dwellings by 2041.  See my quote, which was picked up by 
‘Cambridgeshire Live’ in their article of 23 September 2024 in my Monthly Report.  For WNC to comply with 
the new changes to the NPPF then there would need to be a thorough analysis of the shortfall of 
infrastructure to include roads, rural transport, schools, electricity, water, heating supply, hospitals and 
other medical facilities together with a report on green space with a view to creating buffer areas to 
prevent our village boundaries coalescing and avoiding ribbon development.  We need to acquire this 
infrastructure ahead of any development as we cannot continue to ignore the existing deficit in essential 
infrastructure in our rural areas. 
 
WNC has approved a capital budget of £12.372 million to provide relocatable temporary accommodation 
as part of our ongoing efforts to address the rising need for temporary housing in the area.  See my 
Monthly Report. 
 
West Northamptonshire is gearing up for an unforgettable weekend as the newly revitalised and 
reimagined Northampton Market Square prepares to reopen with a spectacular celebration on Saturday 19 
and Sunday 20 October 2024. 
 
WNC has supported a campaign calling for the ‘Women Against State Pension Inequality’ (Waspi) women 
adversely impacted by changes to the state pension age to be compensated.  See My Monthly Report. 
 
Ability, a community transport service is expanding its fleet thanks to a grant of £477,181 from West 
Northamptonshire Council (WNC).  Ability has used the money to buy four new minibuses increasing the 
size of its fleet to 14 vehicles.  Ability is one of seven community transport operators to receive money 
from a £951,000 pot set up by West Northamptonshire Council thanks to the Government’s Rural England 
Prosperity Fund (REPF) and UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF).  In Ability’s case, the majority came from 
REPF.  Brackley Volunteer Car Scheme, Cogenhoe & Whiston Parish Council’s Village Hopper service, the 
Comm Minibus, Daventry Area Community Transport, Northampton Door to Door and Towcester Area 
Door to Door all also benefited from a share of the funds. 
 
More than 100 people have been referred to the ‘Immediate Justice Scheme’ helping to repair the damage 
they have caused to local communities by anti-social behaviour.  See My Monthly Report. 
 
September has been an exceptionally busy month with lots of Parish Meetings, Visits and casework 
together with lots of Council Meetings.  I hope that you enjoy this edition of my Monthly Report.  Don’t 
forget you can follow me on www.facebook.com/stephen.clarke.31924. 
 

.All the Best, Steve 

http://www.facebook.com/stephen.clarke.31924
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PARISH MEETINGS, VISITS AND CASEWORK 

Speed Limit Proposal for Bedford Road, Little Houghton, WNC Reference P2023 
WNC is proposing to implement a 50-mph speed limit to 
replace the derestricted signs on the entrance to and 
exit from Little Houghton.  The Consultation has now 

closed and WNC will proceed to final design, pricing 
and scheduling.  Once I have further news, I will be 
in touch. 

Quinton & Preston Deanery 40th Home Produce Show 1 September 2024 
On 1 September 2024, I attended the Home Produce Show. This well-loved annual event returned to the 

village green, and everyone 
enjoyed seeing all the amazing 
entries. There were award 
classes for flowers, fruit and 
vegetables, preserves, 
cookery, handicraft and more. 
There was also a children’s 
class for children of 12 years 
and under to enter. The event 
provided a wide variety of opportunities to show off your garden produce 
and your culinary and baking skills. The weather was good as the rain held 
off and the anticipated thunderstorm did not arrive. We were all chatting 
and munching on hot dogs to order. Afterwards Andy provided a fun 
auction of the flowers and produce items which remained. Some of my bids 

were challenged by phone entries! It was a great way to spend a sunny afternoon in Quinton. Thank you to 
the judges including Alice Gadney who had agreed to help judge the Children’s class and well done to Pippa 
Ronson and all who worked so hard to make it such a huge success. 

Cogenhoe Community Lunch 2 September 2024 
On 2 September 2024, I attended the Community Lunch at the Village Hall, Cogenhoe. It is a very good 
event which runs every 2 weeks and is the perfect opportunity to chat with others whilst having something 
to eat. In addition to delicious food and friendship there are activities for everyone to enjoy. The 
Community Lunch runs from 12.30 -2.30 pm and costs £7 but you do need to let Deborah 07512 045418 
know beforehand.  The following Lunch Club took place on Monday 16 September 2024. 
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There was Community Outing on 30 September 
2024 to take a trip along the canal from Stoke 
Bruerne to Blisworth.  Don’t forget the mobile 

vaccination clinic will be visiting on 
Wednesday 9th October 2024 for Winter 
boosters and will also be carrying out NHS 
Health Checks in a separate room. 

Hackleton Parish Council ‘Forget Me Not Group’ Launch 2 September 2024 
On 2 September 2024, I was privileged to attend the launch of the ‘Hackleton Parish Forget Me Not Group’ 
at Horton Cricket Club, Denton Road, NN7 2BE. Imagine my surprise when I came across Bertie the Forget 
Me Not Mascot, beautifully dressed in 'Forget Me Not' ribbons.  He was exceptionally calm and friendly 

when he came inside and introduced 
himself to everyone. 
I met the amazing volunteers and 
heard about how the group intends 
to run its sessions. I also met some of 
the Forget Me Nots and heard just 
what it means to have a local group. 
The Group will meet on 1st and 3rd 
Monday of each month from 2-3pm 
and their first session is on 16 
September 2024. We finished our 

session with a Community Sing Song. Thank you to Wendy, Sue, Alison, Tina 
and many others who have worked diligently to bring this initiative forward. I can’t wait to come back and 
support you all again soon. 

St Margaret’s Church Coffee Morning 6 September 2024 
On 6 September 2024, I attended the Denton Coffee Morning at St Margaret’s Church, one of West 

Northants Warm Welcoming Spaces. The church is in the centre 
of the village. It is open every day and provides a community 
space for everyone in the village. They hold coffee mornings, 
weekly craft sessions, quizzes, and many other general 
community events. Opening times: Thursday afternoons and 
Friday mornings. We enjoyed catching us with Sheila, Russell, 
Pat, John, Liz, Pam and others. There was a quiz underway when 
we arrived.  The church is still looking extremely bare as all the 
pews had been removed whilst they await the delivery of new 
chairs.  This will make the church more flexible and will allow 

them to use the space better. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=857974139629388&set=pcb.857974656296003&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8PNxqeuXIKq6wNP33pQhFh9j6wUC9fNP1DyqTlCmTP4TnBUeTT6JB-y0tbRleeFkwRQOtr418EjbCmTKyp4511j4uXsGMaDTG_4htIaD2tUAMDJ3p8z7KiXKEzi_e25LbjPoWXsrdfbo2qY9ZdUaDRc8fm5gxC8ayDUTZsjZ7ig&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=857974139629388&set=pcb.857974656296003&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8PNxqeuXIKq6wNP33pQhFh9j6wUC9fNP1DyqTlCmTP4TnBUeTT6JB-y0tbRleeFkwRQOtr418EjbCmTKyp4511j4uXsGMaDTG_4htIaD2tUAMDJ3p8z7KiXKEzi_e25LbjPoWXsrdfbo2qY9ZdUaDRc8fm5gxC8ayDUTZsjZ7ig&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=857974139629388&set=pcb.857974656296003&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8PNxqeuXIKq6wNP33pQhFh9j6wUC9fNP1DyqTlCmTP4TnBUeTT6JB-y0tbRleeFkwRQOtr418EjbCmTKyp4511j4uXsGMaDTG_4htIaD2tUAMDJ3p8z7KiXKEzi_e25LbjPoWXsrdfbo2qY9ZdUaDRc8fm5gxC8ayDUTZsjZ7ig&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=857974302962705&set=pcb.857974656296003&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8PNxqeuXIKq6wNP33pQhFh9j6wUC9fNP1DyqTlCmTP4TnBUeTT6JB-y0tbRleeFkwRQOtr418EjbCmTKyp4511j4uXsGMaDTG_4htIaD2tUAMDJ3p8z7KiXKEzi_e25LbjPoWXsrdfbo2qY9ZdUaDRc8fm5gxC8ayDUTZsjZ7ig&__tn__=*bH-R
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Yardley Hastings Annual Horticultural & Handicraft Show 7 September 2024 
On Saturday 7 September 2024, I attended the Annual Yardley Hastings 
Horticultural & Handicraft Show at the Memorial Hall, Yardley Hastings. The show 
opened at 2.00pm and they had a fine 
horticultural exhibition. The vibrant range of 
colours of the floral displays caught my eye 
together with the size and scale of the first 
prize onions which were quite impressive, as 
were the tall 'skittle- like' shallots. They had 
beautifully made handicraft items, wonderful 
cakes and other refreshments. They had 
several stalls outside including ‘Sausage Sizzle’ 

from 3.30pm.  
I was pleased to meet Fiona to arrange my tickets for the St Andrews Harvest Supper on Monday 7 October 
2004.  Well, done to all who participated in the show by exhibiting their creations and to everyone who 
manned the stalls and prepared and served the refreshments. 

DENTFEST 7 September 2024 
I was delighted to attend the first family music festival in Denton entitled DENTFEST on 7 September 2024 

at Denton Village Hall. There were several performers scheduled 
throughout the day on the two stages for bands and acoustic 
acts. It all started at 12pm and ended at 11pm. All proceeds were 
to support the Denton Village Hall and the Football Club.  
I joined DENTFEST in the afternoon after the Horticultural Show 
in Yardley Hastings and it goes without saying that a festival with 
kids is different. Seeing how kids were naturally soaking up the 
atmosphere, and the sense of freedom they got dancing on the 
grass made it so worthwhile. There were many adults who 

demonstrated their dance moves too. 
Well, done to Omar, Bob, Ben, Alan 
and everyone involved in bringing this 
event to Denton. 

Green Machine, Coffee@Carey, 
Hackleton 11 September 2024 

On 11 September 2024, we went 
along to the Green Machine, mobile 
zero-waste refill service van, which was situated outside Coffee@Carey, Baptist Church, Hackleton. It gave 
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us another opportunity to top up with dried foods and cleaning/toiletry products without the packaging 
waste. Well, done to Roy Hawkesford and the Hackleton Wildlife, Environment and Biodiversity (WEB) 
Group for organising this initiative.  
You can find out more about them on: https://www.hackletonparishcouncil.gov.uk/wildlife... 
And the Green Machine on: https://www.greenmachinerefill.co.uk/ 

Cogenhoe Community Support Desk 12 September 2024 
On 12 September 2024, I went to the Tea Room, Cogenhoe & Whiston Village Hall for the Community 
Support Desk. Deborah was handing out lots of 
prescriptions this week and we spoke briefly about 
recent events. Afterwards, I had to go to a meeting at the 
Caring and Sharing Trust, Cottons Farmhouse, Cogenhoe.  
On Monday 16th September we have the Cogenhoe 
Community Lunch Club at 12.30pm in the York Room, 
then the next Forget-Me-Not Group for anyone living 
with dementia (or similar condition) is on Monday 23rd 
September 2024 at 1.00pm-2.45pm in the York Room. On 
Monday 30th September 2024 there is a Community 
Outing from Stoke Bruerne to Blisworth by canal boat. 
Please contact the Clerk to book, 07512 045418 Email 
clerk@cogenhoeandwhiston-pc.gov.uk 
Don’t forget that the new village hopper timetable can be downloaded at: 
https://www.cogenhoeandwhiston-pc.gov.uk/.../village... 
The extended route now means you can get to Rushden Lakes, Weston Favell, Northampton Town centre & 
Wellingborough every day with new stops in Castle Ashby & Billing Aquadrome. 

Great Houghton Coffee Morning 13 September 2024 
On 13 September 2024, I attended the Community Coffee 
Morning run by the WI at the Great Houghton Village Hall. It is 
held on 2nd Friday of each month and a cup of tea or coffee with 
cake will cost you just £2.50. 
It was great to meet with Mike Billingham, Clerk Great Houghton 
Parish Council and we briefly discussed recent events. Before 
leaving, I was able to speak to Revd Irene Cobley and others. Very 
soon, the hour and a half flew by and then, I helped pack up 
tables and chairs. The next meeting of this friendly and welcoming 
group will be 11 October 2024, when I look forward to catching 
up with everyone again. 

Ride & Stride 14 September 2024 
Saturday 14 September 2024 was the day that all of Northamptonshire’s Historic Churches (NHC) were 
open for the annual sponsored Ride and Stride. It is a sponsored event for cyclists, joggers, walkers and 
horse riders. Indeed, any mode of transport can be used if your sponsors are happy. I did a combination of 
car and walking. Half the money you raise comes directly to your chosen church and the other half to the 
NHC Trust to give grants towards the restoration of churches in the County. The event ran from 10am to 
6pm.  
 
This year is the fourth year that I have taken part. However, I couldn’t start until after a meeting of WNC 
Councillors, which took place in Northampton that morning. My first stop was the Church of St Mary 

https://www.hackletonparishcouncil.gov.uk/wildlife
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greenmachinerefill.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2cV5OXTgduksTtnsD9IJLqxlYPUVFaSHJ96AOhRU9qv3G-VP5Z-EI8g_E_aem_jsrq4PauaL9EjG7oUvSaDg&h=AT1zkqpphLoCXxrhifV4ltwXJcjaIQ4nVjjXTNTr87wdoOBRWx6DaGm_YwAKGvleaDlp-IFqoGwdFA-lE-BTZiI1Fsd9dfLn6welrivIaWjkOWhXEaCfdBJxM77VXF3zXKvL&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2deOADOtpQCBD7N0MidlGz_Iy2wVO-7WDUROi94h6D-kNfQvVAWOEdPLk7L9KcaSG_9GOmrZWOoaADv8Vya_eH1LYyiE3nDKhaz4ThjnEXRUR06C7VGAzmJGlUgndJzV3h49eOaRdBcIws24gg8_W_zwf-ivWv26VA35wTWJ4dj4yyqWc
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cogenhoeandwhiston-pc.gov.uk%2Fuploads%2Fvillage-hopper-timetable-september-2024-social-media-website-copy.pdf%3Fv%3D1725002971%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2GV_304NH-mYMOTEysHJArJCeGR8MPicbMjjnxlTBSn6zyQLaK_y7Oz0c_aem_LNAC2NrbvrLpHZIffhR0Ig&h=AT0KnqDAe2-lIM_LK6UW6FxzkP33iMhc5qwA84sxMemJlnDD7PRfaXsie49Cnhzk6xHNav21erJ0KEL6dp49v-_nISJxgweoRqjUIhTS3DgxlNe-rJK5zoMmREzvfULMFaJQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3bOAK3U6Wzd6SI4EdOs7Acj7EOz2d4ZBgIYBXxB7QPDpR1wohkdiextjz5mOMBt9lYvRA4_SoVoVEkcamMExhFR0vVH4V_lhVnfr-VOWJquk6FZZmfGA47gdKIVGqShLeW
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Blessed Virgin at Great Houghton. Little is known of the medieval church, which was dedicated to the 
Assumption and described by Bridges in his history of Northamptonshire as having had a chancel and aisled 
nave.  

My second stop was at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Bedford Road, 
Little Houghton. I am very familiar with this church as we attend lots of 
community events here. The Church is thought to be C13-C15, but 
altered late C18/early C19. The body of the church was rebuilt in 1873 
and otherwise restored by Charles Buckeridge. 
I had missed their monthly coffee morning earlier when the church 
would have been quite full. Now there was just one person signing 
forms as we arrived following the same cyclists we had seen at Great 
Houghton.  
Our third stop was the Church of St Laurence, Brafield on the Green. 
The oldest part of the church is some seven hundred and fifty years old, 
however much of the church was changed and rebuilt in the Victorian 
times. This time, I did see the small statue of St. Laurence which is over 
the porch on the South side when you approach by the main path 
through the Churchyard. 
 

Afterwards, we continued to our fourth stop which was St Margaret’s Church Denton. We are frequently at 
the Church of St Margaret of Antioch, for their village coffee morning on a Friday so we were on very 
familiar territory. The Church is C13 , rebuilt in C17 and again in 
1827-8 by Charles Squarhill. The small 3-stage tower has a lancet 
window to the bottom and there is a large 12-sided cast iron clock 
dial above. The mural scheme of 1976, devised by Reverend Eltoft, 
by William Bird with scenes from the Bible, the lives of saints and 
village history with foliage backgrounds evoking the months of the 
year. Bird was a well-respected theatrical scene painter and 
anybody attending the Theatre Royal in Northampton will be 
familiar with his safety curtain. Denton was his largest project and 
his masterpiece. The Church was originally a chapel-of-ease of 
Yardley Hastings.  
 
After a most delightful cup of tea and much chat with our friends 
who also attend the Friday Coffee Morning we carried on to our next stop in Castle Ashby. Our fifth stop on 
the NHCT Ride & Stride was at the Church of St Mary Magdalene, Castle Ashby. The church is thought to be 
C14 and C15 with older origins. It was restored in 1869 by G.E. Street. There is a complete set of tiled floors 
by Minton to designs by Lord Alwyne Compton. Once inside, you can’t fail to notice the large monument at 
the west end of the church made by Pietro Tenerani (1789-1870), who was the principle Italian sculptor 
following the death of Canova. It was sculpted in Rome and shipped to England in 1856. The over life size 
Angel of the Resurrection, carrying his trump (for the last) and his book of the saved, dominates the 
inscribed plinth. It’s such a fine church and we have been there several times for different organ recitals. 
But today the church was very silent. 
 
Our sixth Ride and Stride visit was to the Church of St Andrew, Church Lane, Yardley Hastings. The Church is 
C13-C14 and restored during the period 1883-1889. The architect for the restoration of the church, George 
Sutherland, was clerk of the works to the Castle Ashby estate. The work was carried out by the estate at the 
expense of 4th Marquis of Northampton. Yardley Hastings.  It is a fine example of a great South 
Northamptonshire village, and the church is hidden away. 
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Our seventh stop on the NHCT Ride & Stride was at the Church of St Peter, Cogenhoe. We were able to get 
some refreshments and the opportunity to get our sponsor forms signed. The Church is thought to be C13 
with older origins, C14 and C15. It was restored in 1868 by C. Buckeridge.  
In previous years we had visited more churches as we started our journey at 9.30am. Despite setting off at 
1.45pm we still managed to support seven churches. We were pleased with our efforts, as those churches 
will benefit from our sponsorship. All money raised during ‘Ride and Stride’ helps Northamptonshire 
Historic Churches Trust (NHCT) to continue supporting our marvellous churches across the county with 
essential repairs and improvements. 

Castle Ashby House Organ Concert 21 September 2024 
On Saturday 21 September 2024, I attended an Organ Concert with Daniel Moult at the Great Hall, Castle 
Ashby House. I would like to thank the Castle Ashby Trustees 
for their kind permission to host this event in Castle Ashby 
House to sustain the work of St Mary Magdalene, Castle 
Ashby. Whilst Castle Ashby House is not open to the public, 
in recognition of the 150th anniversary of the church organ, 
another Nicholson (1872), the Castle Ashby Trustees had 
generously agreed that the organ of the Great Hall could be 
heard in a special concert on 3 September 2022. So here we 
were two years later enjoying another very special evening. 
Daniel Mould is an outstanding international organist and is 
one of the finest organists of our time. He gave an excellent 
performance as he took us through a varied and exhilarating 
programme.  I particularly enjoyed his Handel-La Rejouissance and Largo together with his Bach-Trio in G. I 
was fortunate to be able to talk to Daniel during the interval again. He was very engaging, and I was able 
talk to him about the Phelps organ which I heard being played whilst visiting Hexham Abbey last month.  
Daniel is the Head of Organ Studies at the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, where he directs the highly 
acclaimed organ department. He has spearheaded the commissioning of and is the main consultant for the 
five new organs at the Conservatoire. The first of these is the recently installed Wolfson Flentrop organ in 
the style of Arp Schnitger, which was joined by a new Drake organ in Summer 2024. 

Northants & Rutland Open Studios 22 September 2024 
On 22 September 2024, I joined many others at St John the Baptist Church in 
Blisworth to meet and chat with local artists. It was the last day and there 
was a range of techniques on display including glass, ceramics, watercolours, 
oils, acrylics, stone, carving and photography. It was great to catch up with 
June, Anne Marie and others again.  
The Northants and Rutland Open Studios Visual Arts Festival is an annual 
event, which turns the spotlight on artists and their creative process, 
showcasing the talent of over 220 artists across 116 venues throughout 
Northamptonshire.  
Thank you to everyone who is involved in making this event such a success. 

Yardley Hastings MacMillan Coffee Mornng 27 September 2024 
On 27 September 2024, I joined lots of residents at the Yardley Hastings 
MacMillan Coffee Morning at the Memorial Hall, 7 Northampton Road, 
Yardley Hastings, Northamptonshire, NN7 1EX. Everyone had decided to venture out after having stayed at 
home during the recent heavy rain and flooding.  
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MacMillan Coffee Mornings are usually on the last Friday of 
September each year and this year's Coffee Morning Day is 
Friday 27 September 2024. However, you can host any time 
of the year, whenever it suits you best. It is the biggest 
fundraising event to support people living with cancer and 
since 1990, the annual coffee morning has brought together 
millions of people from across the UK to have fun and raise 
money for a good cause. It was great to catch up with so 
many friends in Yardley Hastings today, who like us were 
supporting such a good cause. 

Brafield MacMillan Coffee Morning 27 September 2024 
I joined the MacMillan Coffee Morning at Brafield-on-the Green Community Sports and Social Club, 35 

Bedford Road, Brafield-on-the Green earlier today. They had a 
great variety of cakes with refreshments, which we all enjoyed 
whilst supporting a very worthy cause. Well, done to the team 
who worked hard to make the baked treats for today and to 
everyone who supported MacMillan which helps them to do 
whatever it takes to help people living with cancer. 

Fish & Chip Supper Cogenhoe, 27 September 2024 
On 27 September 2024, I attended the St Peters Church, 
Harvest Supper at the Cogenhoe Sports and Social Club. 
Harvest Festival normally falls towards the end of September, 

or early October, and the whole community comes 
together to celebrate the event. On Friday, this 
tradition was truly alive in Cogenhoe.  
Everyone inside the hall was in high spirits whilst we 
had a delicious meal of fish and chips followed by 
two rounds of bingo. Although not all the nicknames 
known by the rhyming phrase 'bingo lingo' were 
used. A big thank you to those who made and 
collected the Harvest Supper for nearly sixty 
residents, a night to remember. 

Coffee@Carey 2 October 2024 
On 2 October 2024, I popped in for a Coffee and a catch up at Coffee@Carey, the village coffee shop set up 

in Carey Chapel in Hackleton. It was very busy with lots 
of residents dodging the rain.  I was on my way to sort 
out some casework in the ward and I bumped into Bob 
Atkinson who was looking for some support. It was great 
to catch up with Bob, Elaine, Mike, Wendy and others. 
There were lots of plants, spring bulbs and handmade 
cards for sale. 
Don’t forget you can meet the WNC Customer Service 
Team on Monday 14 October and Tuesday 19 November 
10.00am-12.00pm. They will be there to answer any 
WNC related matters that you may have.  
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I was pleased to hear about the progress made with the Hackleton Parish Good Neighbours Scheme-see the 
Hackleton Parish Mag. For more information, please contact GNS Helpline 07503 944 700. Well, done to 
everyone who has worked so hard to bring this Group together. 

Nene Rise Cogenhoe 14 October-22 October 2024 
Kier Transportation, working together with West Northamptonshire Council, 
will be undertaking repair works to a damaged surface 
water drain on Nene Rise, Cogenhoe. See the full 
factsheet attached for more information. 

Temporary Traffic Lights on A428 
On 12 August 2024, I promised to give you a further 
update on the temporary traffic lights on the A428.  
On 2 September 2024, I received the following 
explanation from Highways: 
"As soon as Kier was made aware of the vehicle 
accident which destroyed all of the parapet at the end 
of June, WNC took immediate action to arrange the 

temporary protection of the 
exposed edge of the bridge. 
WNC then contacted its parapet sub-contractor to supply a 
new parapet. However, due to the age of the bridge, the 
parapet systems available now don’t match the fixings of the 
old parapet. There is a lead-in time for the parapet 
manufacturer to both design and fabricate the replacement 
parapet. After this has been completed, WNC will then 
programme the works. The accident also damaged part of the 
concrete support to 
the parapet, and 

this will be repaired when the new parapet is installed.  

Cogenhoe Village Hopper in Castle Ashby 
Don’t forget that the new village hopper timetable can be 
downloaded at: 
https://www.cogenhoeandwhiston-pc.gov.uk/.../village... 
The extended route now means you can get to Rushden Lakes, 
Weston Favell, Northampton Town centre & Wellingborough 
every day with new stops in Castle Ashby & Billing Aquadrome. 

Fix My Street Little Houghton 5869001 
On 12 May 2024, I received a further complaint regarding the A428 and the slip road into Little Houghton.  

Residents are concerned about the current sight line which 
is masked by vegetation overgrowth and is making the 
junction to and from the A428 dangerous. As it is a Highway 
Safety issue, I have escalated the matter to Highways, and I 
am asking 
that this 
item be 
resolved 

https://www.cogenhoeandwhiston-pc.gov.uk/.../village?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1HM3chQ7QXr0I_GwkfR7UFYz_B2otfg6LlAQm9fWMXQv4slZQLQUhntYE_aem_QeOdko2Rpn7xBQVBrmYofA
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before October 22nd, 2024, which is unreasonable in the circumstances that it has been outstanding since 
early May 2024.  I have since heard that the defect meets the requirement for a Priority 4 repair and the 
current average response time for a Priority 4 repair is 37.3 days. 

Fix My Street Cogenhoe 6107432 
I escalated 6107432 on 17 July 2024 and I was advised that 
they were currently awaiting a Greens Report.  I have chased 
them again on 29 August 2024.  On 12 September 2024, I was 
advised that that 
this has now 
been assessed as 
a Priority 4 and 

our current average response time for this category is 38 
days. 

Fix My Street Cogenhoe 6165526 
On 31 July 2024, I escalated the matter of the 
roadway being reduced by up to 1 metre by 
overgrown trees/bushes as a matter of road 
safety. I was advised by Highways that this 
doesn't meet their criteria for urgent works.  
They also said that ‘often we see defects of this 
kind being completed within 39 days’.  Once I 
have further news, I shall be in touch. 

Fix My Street Cogenhoe 6444479. 
Repairs are now scheduled for this item: “Lengths of subsidence from previous repairs all along the road, 
getting very dangerous especially for cyclists / motorbikes. If they hit this in the dark, there will be a nasty 
accident.”  The work was completed on 18 September 2024. 

Fix My Street Cogenhoe 6356539  
I have asked Highways to investigate this as a matter of urgency as it is 
a child safety issue. 

Predisposition, predetermination or bias 
As Chairman of the South Planning Committee, West 
Northamptonshire Council, I may be involved in the decision making 
for any subsequent planning application.  Section 25 of the Localism Act 2011 provides that a decision 
maker is not to be taken to have had, or appeared to have had, a closed mind when making the decision 
just because: 

(a) the decision maker had previously done anything that directly or indirectly indicated what view the 
decision maker took, or would or might take, in relation to a matter; and  

(b) the matter was relevant to the decision.  
This provision does not change the law on bias and pre-determination which means that Committee 
Members must still take planning decisions with an open mind and having considered all relevant material 
planning considerations.  The safest course is for Committee Members to avoid making public statements 
(including expressing views in emails) as to their support for or opposition to any application which would 
indicate they had made up their minds before the formal consideration of the application at the meeting.  If 
a Committee Member has made such a statement, they must be satisfied that they can still consider the 
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application with an open mind and are prepared to consider any new matters or any new arguments in 
favour of or against the proposed development until the decision is made otherwise, they should not take 
part in any decision on the application in question. 
 
On the grounds of the above, it would not be appropriate for me to attend Parish Council or Community 
events which seek to take a decision regarding the outcome of a planning application as I must keep an 
open mind on this matter so as not to preclude me from participating in any future planning decisions. 
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CONSULTATIONS 
A range of consultation and engagement activities are currently taking place across West Northants. I have 
summarised the main consultations below, but please remember you can check new consultations, have 
your say, and sign up to receive alerts and updates via our Consultation Hub. 

Give Us Your Views on Pharmaceutical Needs 
We are carrying out some important research across the whole 
of Northamptonshire to find out how people feel about the 
current services they receive from local pharmacies. We would 
like people to tell us what pharmacy services they have locally 
available, what they need, and what is missing. This will help to 
identify gaps and give us the information we need to help us to 
commission improvements. Please visit the 'Give us your views 
on Pharmaceutical Needs' for further information and detail of 
how to have your say. This consultation closes midnight Sunday 
6 October 2024. 
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/.../pharmaceutica.../ 

HMO Licensing Consultation 
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) is seeking residents’ views on a new proposed licensing scheme 
which includes additional licensing areas for homes in multiple occupation (HMOs). 
An HMO is a property where more than 3 people that form more than one household, rent a home, and 
share some facilities such as the kitchen or a 
bathroom in the home with the other tenants. 
HMOs can include: 

• a house let as individual bed-sitting rooms. 
• a group of rooms on each floor let to single 

occupants. 
• hostels, some hotels and guesthouses. 
• lodgings and shared houses 
• houses converted into self-contained flats. 

The new scheme will be a continuation of the 
existing scheme introduced in 2020, but extended to 
include areas of new development, areas where the level of anti-social behaviour or property conditions 
indicate that further intervention is necessary, and to bring a closer alignment of the Additional Licensing 
designation to the Council’s Article 4 restrictions under the Town and Country Planning Act. 
A street list and map of the existing areas and proposed additional licensing areas can be viewed in the 
consultation documents. 
Landlords in the enhanced designated area will need to apply for a HMO licence, failure to do so could 
result in conviction and an unlimited fine through the courts or a civil penalty of up to £30,000 through the 
Council’s powers under the Housing and Planning Act 2016. 
They might also have to pay back up to a year’s rent to either the tenant, or the Council in the case of 
Housing Benefit, if a rent repayment order is applied for. 
The current Additional HMO Licensing scheme ends on 31 January 2025 and, if approved, the new 
additional five-year scheme will come into effect as soon as possible after 1 February 2025. 
The 10-week consultation aims to gather residents’ thoughts on these proposals as well as input on how to 
improve housing standards and ensure safe, well-maintained accommodation for everyone. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwestnorthants.citizenspace.com%2Fpublic-health%2Fpharmaceutical-needs%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR28kfIToRKiBCJ3wWSs6lnejIdpFCihJ9qTWjDykAXNbw3D-4bXFEgPxQM_aem_1mxc9srVFwTVCWJmF4PwXQ&h=AT2ks8rsgc_P7LVaiWL6522ABknDjh7u2qPh2aR7j-Bo6PYBuMPgMcnzoaO1hvc7kzBlTgXGf6lA3taffJ7AC76TcLQKsEsQRwqK96rCZ-ZMSKmIwg224TYyed4L4vCmMotJ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3DGaqOxE_kLTovDwCDk1RA2nGMXWw_RhOH_PG18NbLiPbMxD8LRo50MAG1O_rdny3kkxn2krSY0q4FzqXL8s1QaOUb8kOvPeBFyqaq4alFzPg_ypO_zj3HcT4fa8dfOM-2
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WNC’s Cabinet will consider a report on the proposed scheme, including results from the consultation, at 
its meeting in November 2024. Residents and stakeholders are invited to provide their input by taking part 
in the survey via West Northamptonshire Council’s consultation hub before midnight on Monday 7 
October. https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/.../have-your-say.../ 

Wantage Park Online Consultation Now Open 
Residents, businesses, and community groups are invited to take part in an online pre-planning 
consultation for the proposed Wantage Park crematorium and celebration facility. The online engagement 
launched on Wednesday 25 September 2024 and will run through until Wednesday 16 October 2024. Visit 
our Wantage Park pages to review the plans and then head to our consultation portal to share your views 
before a planning application is submitted for the scheme in November 2024. 
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/.../have-your-say.../ 
Earlier this month the Council set out plans for a state-of-the-art and sustainable new facility on land at 
Wantage Farm, in the Round Spinney area of Northampton. The facility will feature sustainable design 

elements, including energy-efficient electric 
cremators, heat recovery systems, and green 
roofs, all aimed at supporting local biodiversity 
and contributing to a greener Northampton. 
The development of Wantage Park will also 
bring numerous benefits to the local 
community. The surrounding land will be 
transformed into recreational spaces, including 
walking paths and green areas, encouraging 
outdoor activities and community well-being. 
Careful planning will ensure minimal visual, 

traffic, and noise impacts. Infrastructure improvements, such as a new independent access road, enhanced 
public footpaths, and boundary screening, will further support the local area. In addition to providing 
essential services, the construction and operation of Wantage Park will create jobs and support local 
businesses. Wantage Park will offer a range of features designed to meet the diverse needs of our 
community, including level access across the site, accessible parking, adaptable lighting for neuro diverse 
individuals, and multi-functional spaces for community use. The proposed design will be inclusive, 
accommodating various faiths and providing spaces that respect the privacy and dignity of all users. 
Find out more about Wantage Park on the West Northamptonshire Council website:  
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/parks.../wantage-park 

Plan to Enhance Trees and Woodland  
We want to hear views on a strategy that sets out a vision 
for the future treescape of West Northamptonshire. We are 
in the process of finalising our Tree and Woods Strategy, 
setting out how we will manage, protect and expand tree 
and woodland cover across West Northants to 2045, as well 
as how we intend to collaborate with partners and the 
wider community. 
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/.../tree-and-wood.../ 
Deadline for comments: Sunday 13 October 2024. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwestnorthants.citizenspace.com%2Fcet%2Fhave-your-say-on-licensing-of-hmos%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR18-XTAO3mR-uuERlFLZ-5UNHtm6MHpntAPAMBUG2Ap_huv8ebNfzzlWLQ_aem_RTPEe5pyHFLyiR4ZpfpTRw&h=AT1vBcAjG7ayRAEq7csT2ygeb13cWGG09GVLRlv7vnoMbE3QUX2Dw97QyJdSovaTfFQ-Siz8aA1FAK9KOmJqo4IaLmXCOHSRkOw7j3dQGfv9b8FrsjR2kQj_b2Pday8WVfvT&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3xaf9A-5dysE5Js9VJ0pi59ma3NiCkTC6gCwqz5Uv-HPrH_MQkNkvKePoKlS26HUWizOiJpSW0VMdPzh_dfGuadOPubSL1-9Vklgedu2PXk7wFFjAXVDpXWF9Nd--4rbk_
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwestnorthants.citizenspace.com%2Fplace%2Fhave-your-say-on-wantage-park-crematorium-facility%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2I-DPxvCK5R30l-nCOzmKiDzaLPhFEdbJ6VgsEcqZjNSHGMt9j3FTG9no_aem_pgIQHGGV19qXnljtwVgaxQ&h=AT0-RHmOzIgyddiOVaU7hW8MyGbABp3abiHHzyGLXk7rj__Ux87NIQVI0RxsPc7XqmtH45Bnutc5BV9cjlpvWuAai2j1gSuzHOdFbixsGFgko0cg_NvfgmlhS-TBMakRxz2x&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0LHoVeLSFop-9N79ynln54Ek90mqshsWJ3iPB7vHr2gEQ6b5Oj7I7cpW_GhIpQqoOfksoBVgF1gm8SAIRO1GqigJDJtOA87hE6HxrMppqRbty64cg7BMAwR4Bnyb-rwL9N
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westnorthants.gov.uk%2Fparks-sports-and-leisure%2Fwantage-park%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2gYDeZBmVuarojpITLJj-vUYIwGK8B02KDf6y6LMNrOOKBeUa0jY4n0-I_aem_NlehEJtf9Qg6j5a3xebhlw&h=AT1-yFpc8TM_dN-KKiGJejjed-lHYkhfyJcEST7UfEQr7lbF0zetXmxKHwFa0L_nK4RTnLFRBTroYBGC_IJ3jSh7IU1NdVw07b41su-yt5Crtz7kZYuCqfBBxSetvx21SrSG&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0LHoVeLSFop-9N79ynln54Ek90mqshsWJ3iPB7vHr2gEQ6b5Oj7I7cpW_GhIpQqoOfksoBVgF1gm8SAIRO1GqigJDJtOA87hE6HxrMppqRbty64cg7BMAwR4Bnyb-rwL9N
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/place/tree-and-wood-strategy-consultation/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2GS-bqmimwTqM46qT0PmIQE9083bNINL6VXiJm2PH4X06rEUZXeWJlivY_aem_Vmg9L_FRzYqUsHeShLbSLw


Councillor Stephen Clarke 
Member for Hackleton and Grange Park 

West Northamptonshire Council 
stephen.clarke@westnorthants.gov.uk 

 

 

19 

Local Transport Plan 
People are being encouraged to share their views on the development of our Local Transport Plan. The plan 
has been developed with key stakeholders and details a range of proposals for transport over the next 20 
years, with the aim that by 2045 we will have worked with communities and partners to: 
 

1) Make public transport more attractive and accessible. 
2) Make active travel such as walking or wheeling a first choice for short trips. 
3) Reduce dependency on private cars. 
4) Make our transport system safer, cleaner, and more inclusive. 
5) Improve transport infrastructure and transport services to make them more resilient. 
6) Achieve net zero. 

 
We are keen for residents, businesses, community 
groups, landowners, and other stakeholders to 
have their say on whether they agree with the 
proposals in the plan and help shape the future of 
local transport across the county. 
A Drop-in event will be held across the area and 
online on the following dates: 

• Friday 11 October, 9am to midday at 
Towcester Farmers Market, Richmond 
Road 

Local transport is used by people for many 
different reasons in both our urban and rural 
areas, so we need to make sure that we’re focussing on the right things, whilst also considering the impact 
on the environment. 
The plan describes our overarching ambition for transport and ensures that other transport related policies 
and objectives are working together. The consultation runs until 17 October and people can have their say 
on our consultation hub.  https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/planning/draft-west-northamptonshire-
local-transport-plan/ 

Send Local Offer Online Information  
It has been a year since the Council launched the new 
Local Offer website, an online resource to find 
services for children and young people (aged 0 to 25) 
with special educational needs and disabilities in West 
Northamptonshire. 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/local-offer 
Take the time to fill out this short survey by 31 
October and tell us your views on what you find 
helpful and how we can improve. https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/cet/e982a637/ 
There is an exciting opportunity to have a 'Chatbot' or online help - you can let the development team 
know how you might use this when searching the Local Offer. Please share this with anyone else you know 
who has used the Local Offer website. We welcome feedback from any young people who have helped us 
with the Local Offer so far, and any who have ideas for the future. 

https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/planning/draft-west-northamptonshire-local-transport-plan/
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/planning/draft-west-northamptonshire-local-transport-plan/
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/local-offer?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2QwmAeB9hSv-Qu_qM3iU3O1kI8jjfTH2Fw7IIgDNmMaPl14Y8RKdv5Htw_aem_nqozID33HaG12eyN97XDQg
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/cet/e982a637/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0MN4pTFI-kMO4hsNA_L0lMjn5BXptYunkH275RC6XHnV6ku5MAl7lc3dc_aem_1iDiFHvzZ0kwwfpFbi9pEQ
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West Northants Domestic Abuse Survey 
Northamptonshire Neighbourhood Watch Association (NNWA) has 
been requested to assist in raising awareness of West 
Northamptonshire Council's domestic abuse needs assessment. The 
aims of this are to understand how they can develop the local 
response, including shaping the future of services for those that 
require support. The approach is rooted in understanding the views 
of local people, with lived experience of the issues we are seeking to 
respond to. As such we have launched a survey for anyone in West 
Northants who has experienced domestic abuse. By its nature, not 
everyone with experience of domestic abuse will disclose what is, or 
has, happened to them. In fact, part of the survey explores what 
barriers exist that prevent people seeking help. A wide range of 
organisations and community groups are being asked to share the 
survey, so that anyone (even if they haven’t ever told anyone), can 
share their views on what a good response should look like. The 
survey itself can be found here on Citizen Space.  
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/.../you-views.../ 

Heritage Open Days 
If you are happy to share your experiences with us, please complete this survey. We carry out a yearly 
survey following the open days to gather feedback, this helps us in making West Northamptonshire 
Heritage Open Days even better for the next year. The data will only be used for the purpose of this 

consultation and will not be passed on to a third party. Any information given to us is treated as 
confidential, and your personal information will not be shared with event organisers. 
If you have been an organiser of an event for Heritage Open Days this year and would like to leave 
feedback, please email us at economy@westnorthants.gov.uk and we will send you a separate survey link. 
This survey closes at midnight on 31 October 2024. 
 

FINANCE ADMINISTRATION AND TRANSFORMATION 

Cost of living 
Further information and support can be found on: 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support 
https://www.gov.uk/cost-of-living 
 

Support where you live. 
Local Voluntary and Community Organisations have 
been able to apply for grants funded by the Household 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwestnorthants.citizenspace.com%2Fcommunity-safety%2Fyou-views-tackling-domestic-abuse%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR10zWwZ-wOxtPHPZK9tKz7cxq4dCeQDHPGCVhfd17hmaxFu8b3dfO2hloE_aem_fvG3O_HZjXXvHIsOZe8XPg&h=AT1gOaPmZdKs5yEOFqBZF_RlY792XJKM3jsrtYUHBLvgfmboMfOBO4uV92cMqxq5c0TJ_Bib4lGA1I8Ymh-mjDKY5jCd9bx-VLxdU1wYA1CzB9zoGasoojPTKKRTYibi8Nn9&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT36Dc5cSDo_xjDsliJLpaD-kaV56dkwLS6InhFs52n1HXv9qIhClB7_GefJCd2qtmrQr5h0i2K0zqXOSzvurXOJMq915d1TZLL32ACzmDAAAmfQCK0qtrenWfPgnYPKPlO3
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support
https://www.gov.uk/cost-of-living
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Support Fund. This allows them to use their knowledge and understanding of the needs of residents to 
provide tailored support. 
The list of grants that have been awarded so far can be seen below. If you are in receipt of support from 
any of these organisations, you may be able to access the programmes funded by these grants. 

Grants awarded. 

Support with food. 
The Household Support Fund has also provided monies to members of the Food Aid Alliance West 
Northants (FAAWN). Find your nearest Food Bank or Community Larder on: 
https://faawn.co.uk/ 

Households requiring debt and money advice. 
The Debt and Money Advice team can offer support: 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/benefits/debt-and-money-advice-service 

• support with debt options and negotiating payment arrangements. 
• money management and budgeting advice 
• help with maximising income including benefits entitlement checks. 
• completing welfare benefit claim forms and support with appeals 
• referrals to partners for further holistic support that compliments the financial support provided. 
• support in gaining confidence in managing finances through self-help tools. 

If you are a Housing Association tenant and require debt and money advice support, please refer to your 
Housing Association provider for further assistance. 
You can request debt and money advice online by submitting a referral form: 
https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Request_debt_and_money_advice 

Households requiring energy saving advice. 
Households can also access support with energy saving advice.  This service is provided by our partners at 
Community Law who specialise in this form of support.  https://www.communitylawservice.org.uk/energy-
advice/ 
about the support available. 
 

REGULATORY SERVICES  

Complete Annual Canvass Paperwork Promptly 
West Northamptonshire Council is reminding residents to complete their annual canvass paperwork as 
soon as possible.  The council’s annual canvass is now well underway, with every property in the area 
having received a canvass communication either through email or letter. The canvass is a legal 
requirement, enabling the council to maintain a current and precise electoral register. Being on the register 

is essential for adults to be able to exercise their 
right to vote in elections and referendums. 
Additionally, it plays a crucial role in jury service 
selection and is often used in credit checks for 
mortgages and other financial purposes.  
Residents who have provided their email addresses 
to the council should have already received a 
branded email from West Northamptonshire 
Council. The email, sent from 
mailto:electoralservices@westnorthants.gov.uk, 

https://faawn.co.uk/
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/benefits/debt-and-money-advice-service
https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Request_debt_and_money_advice
https://www.communitylawservice.org.uk/energy-advice/
https://www.communitylawservice.org.uk/energy-advice/
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contains step-by-step instructions on how to check, confirm, and/or change your details online. Those who 
did not respond by Monday, 9 September, will receive a reminder letter at their property. Some 
households will also receive a form to complete. We urge you to respond promptly to the email or form to 
save the cost of sending reminders. This year, the council is also required to review all European citizens 
registered to vote. If we cannot confirm that an EU voter has resided in the UK before 31 December 2020 
by checking historical electoral records, a letter or email will be sent to the voter to confirm their eligibility 
under the new criteria.  
EU citizens who receive a letter confirming their eligibility to vote do not need to take further action. They 
remain eligible and can vote in upcoming elections, excluding UK Parliamentary elections.  
If you’re not currently registered to vote, you can easily register online or call 0300 126 7000. People are 
also reminded to be cautious of phishing, scams, or spam emails during this time. West Northamptonshire 
Council will never ask for personal or banking details via email. If you have any concerns or doubts, please 
contact us on 0300 126 7000.  
If we do not receive a response to our form, we will make every attempt to get a response from you. This 
may include sending reminder forms, text / email, telephone calls, or visiting your property between 
September and November 2024.  For more information about the canvass and its purpose, please visit the 
West Northamptonshire website.  
More details about the eligibility confirmation and review for European Union Citizens are also available on 
West Northamptonshire Council website. 

Please watch out for Signs of Bluetongue Virus 
Our Trading Standards teams are encouraging people to be 
aware of the signs of the bluetongue virus, following the 
recent discovery of cases in some parts of the UK. 
Bluetongue is transmitted by biting midges and affects 
cattle, sheep, goats and deer as well as camelids such as 
llama and alpacas. The impacts on these animals can vary 
greatly but, in the most severe cases, can be fatal. It does 
not affect human health or food safety. No confirmed cases have been found in Northamptonshire, 
however restricted zones have been set up in the East Riding of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, as well as in 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Kent, East Sussex and part of Greater London following the identification of cases in 
those areas. 
As a precaution, our Trading Standards team is encouraging livestock owners in the county to familiarise 
themselves with the signs to look out for. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bluetongue 
The Government website also contains a range of guidance, including information on the latest situation.  
https://www.gov.uk/.../bluetongue-information-and... 
Anyone who suspects bluetongue must report it immediately by calling 03000 200 301. 

 
RURAL SERVICES NETWORK (RSN) 

National Rural Conference 2024 
I attended the online sessions of the RSN Annual Conference. 

• Rural Fair Funding 16 September 
• Rural Economy & Regeneration 16 September 
• Rural Affordable Housing & Planning-17 September 
• Rural Connectivity- 17 September 
• Rural Net Zero-18 September 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fbluetongue%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0C28GtA17FceXVh4V7uZlg5WWKwR1bgRZC9NeSR2PfKreSNOd4ILDI_5I_aem__3pmwvMj5mq6A0eSoU9q4w&h=AT1Y9FusnH0FHSHlZ_HTXmUV3TVLOw7MDLnXYVStn7IqwTCScx51yPjZkNmopABdl2kk2kS3j5NfduDoRzDUSRWmRZBhw5lxzcSGYqGSu0CneaM8o6ruSnL7JUkyGX7hhAaR&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2SAkJDsbaG98aOxoh5NlzyWV88iGmHK4HnOi-TZ0UnbNKrnGfD1duU8Zoc8vnNQT9aTxRImhAnGJn_pDilHAIJ9qUpdL_1CjwSx4pNF-C1KjNkdvS0xNwqPGfG5yruM8Dk
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fcollections%2Fbluetongue-information-and-guidance-for-livestock-keepers%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR33DGSkSj7O94zEoBJUb4liK8Mxs7HKHzGQWcpagh93G4gQ6fK11VZ2img_aem_rn22lMH764Wc3KNco0wggg%23latest-situation&h=AT13Uf48ifO0mC9y1a1AIaPts8GJeVhQXvbQyCSsZWv1VYBBHsm5WphN_e18DnQCzUi1mD3FQBAODwgdSGmWsY0hTtvWJDg35rJ_T8vCPI2ho8kdbD48rnhyhDstp0Ds-vGb&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2SAkJDsbaG98aOxoh5NlzyWV88iGmHK4HnOi-TZ0UnbNKrnGfD1duU8Zoc8vnNQT9aTxRImhAnGJn_pDilHAIJ9qUpdL_1CjwSx4pNF-C1KjNkdvS0xNwqPGfG5yruM8Dk
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• Community Services Discussion-18 September 
• Rural Health & Care-19 September 
• Rural Transport-19 September 

RSN 2024 seminar programme  
• Rural planning – 23rd October 
• Rural health and care – 27th November 

Rural Economy & Regeneration-16 September 
On 16 September 2024, I attended the Rural Services Network (RSN) Rural Economy & Regeneration 
Session on-line and I heard Till Specht, Head of Funding Design & Strategy MHCLG tell us ‘What’s next for 
Local Growth’.   
On 29th July the Chancellor made a 
statement to the House of Commons 
setting out the current fiscal position 
whilst launching a Spending Review.  This 
means that MHCLG alongside other 
departments, is:  
 

• Looking to deliver more efficiently.  
• Preparing a budget pitch for 30th 

October  
• Developing proposals for the 

multi-year Spending Review in April. 
 
Over the last Parliament, MHCLG launched and delivered a large variety of local growth funds:  
 

• Future High Streets Fund  
• Town Deals  
• Community Renewal Fund  
• Levelling Up Fund  
• UK Shared Prosperity Fund  
• Long Term Plan for Towns  

 
Alongside many other funds launched by other departments, which has made the funding landscape 
complex and hard to navigate. 
 
As a result, Government is now seeking continuous improvement of delivery models, whilst they continue 
to pursue devolution deals and to deepen existing ones.  MHCLG and HMT introduced the Funding 
Simplification Doctrine at the beginning of the year, which requires government departments to consider 
the impact of their fund design on Local Authorities.  Government’s ambition is to design a simplified 
funding landscape, delivering better returns than our current set of funds while providing an incentive for 
further devolution. 
 
This means that they are looking at:  
• Reducing the monitoring burden on places  
• Integrating capital and revenue funding  
• Reducing the number of funding pots with individual rules  
• Focus on activities that boost local growth 
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Future funding is subject to the Spending Review in April 26. Funding models will need to complement our 
devolution agenda and the government’s five missions. We know that rural areas face different challenges 
and opportunities to enhance growth and prosperity and funding design will need to reflect those to enable 
place focused and place led solutions. 
 

RMTG Focuses on Young People 
Earlier this month, the Rural Market Towns Group (RMTG) held a sounding board session centred on the 
challenges and opportunities facing young people in rural communities. The session provided a platform for 
representatives from various market town councils to share their insights, discuss pressing issues, and 
highlight initiatives that are making a difference. The discussion was framed around three main topics: the 
biggest challenges facing young people, current initiatives and best practices, and desired policies for future 
support. 

During the session, participants were asked to identify the three biggest issues facing young people in their 
communities. A common theme emerged around limited access to services and activities, leading to 
feelings of isolation and a lack of opportunities. The challenges have been exacerbated over the past three 
years by the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, economic uncertainty, and changes in social behaviour. 
The sounding board highlighted several successful initiatives aimed at supporting young people in rural 
communities. These examples of best practices demonstrate how councils can make a tangible difference 
in the lives of their younger residents. 
 

Soham Town Council Initiatives  
Soham Town Council has undertaken several initiatives to enhance the recreational spaces available to 
young people. The expansion of the local skatepark is a key project, providing a dedicated space for 
outdoor activities. Additionally, the council has installed picnic units in the recreation ground, although 
they have faced challenges with vandalism. Despite these setbacks, the council is committed to improving 
these spaces, demonstrating perseverance in the face of adversity. The council is also working to bring back 
the Youth Connection Bus, a mobile youth service that offers support and activities, which was delayed due 
to a lack of drivers. 
https://rsnonline.org.uk/rmtg-share-your-best-practice... 
 

Cricklade Town Council, Wiltshire 
Cricklade Town Council has made significant strides in providing safe spaces for young people. Responding 
to issues of anti-social behaviour, the council established a weekly session for 13-18-year-olds at a local 
leisure centre. This initiative, initially supported by a grant from the Wiltshire Council area board, is now 
fully funded by Cricklade Town Council. The sessions are facilitated by The Rise Trust, which provides youth 
work support across North Wiltshire. The council also supports an annual skateboarding event and a youth 

https://rsnonline.org.uk/rmtg-share-your-best-practice
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festival, offering young people a chance to engage in new activities. These efforts have led to a reduction in 
anti-social behaviour and positive feedback from the community. 
https://rsnonline.org.uk/rmtg-share-your-best-practice... 

Uppingham Youth Space 
Uppingham Youth Space offers a weekly drop-in session for 11-16-year-olds, run by a local charity at the 
Town Hall. This project aims to improve mental health and wellbeing by providing a space where young 
people can socialise, participate in activities, and receive support. Despite challenges in securing funding 
due to the town's image of affluence, the charity has successfully obtained a five-year grant from the 
National Lottery Community Fund and additional support from local organisations. The project has been a 
lifeline for many young people, particularly those who do not participate in sports, offering them a safe and 
supportive environment. 
 
The RMTG sounding board provided valuable insights into the challenges facing young people in rural 
communities and highlighted innovative initiatives that are making a difference. The session highlighted the 
importance of continued support, both through local initiatives and government policy, to ensure that rural 
young people have the opportunities they need to thrive. The examples shared, from Soham to 
Uppingham, demonstrate the resilience and creativity of rural communities in addressing these challenges, 
offering a model for others to follow. 
https://rsnonline.org.uk/rmtg-share-your-best-practice... 
 

PLANNING MATTERS 

Planning Appeals 
Since my appointment, I have kept you informed as to the progress of the major Appeals in South 
Northamptonshire. The update for this month is as follows: 

Determined or Cancelled: 
• Hartwell, land North of Ashton Road-Dismissed 
• Blisworth, land South of Station Road-Dismissed 
• Blakesley Hill, Greens Norton-Dismissed 
• Greens Norton, land off Mill Lane-Withdrawn 
• Milton Malsor, land East of Lower Lane-Dismissed 
• Blisworth, land off Northampton Road -Dismissed.  
• Yardley Gobion, land at Asana Lodge Appeal-Inquiry 8 February 2022 for 3 days-Cancelled 
• Yardley Gobion, land East of Northampton Road-Allowed. 
• WNS/2022/0904/MAO Manor Oak Homes, Outline application for sixty-seven homes, Land at 

Stratford Road Deanshanger-Withdrawn 

• WNS/2021/0450/MAF Barwood Homes, fifty-two new dwellings with associated open spaces, 
roads, and drainage infrastructure. Land South of The Wharf, Bugbrooke, Northamptonshire-
Hearing-Dismissed 

• WNS/2022/0071/MAO Outline for thirty-two dwellings on Land off Blenheim Rise, Kings Sutton 
Hearing -Dismissed  

• WNN/2021/0466 Land North Of, Bedford Road, Great Houghton - Dismissed 

• WNS/2022/1525/FUL Land North of Whiston Road, Cogenhoe, Northamptonshire – Allowed 
subject to conditions. 

• WNS/2021/1858/EIA Solar Farm Milton Road Gayton-Dismissed 
• N/2020/1474 a 6-storey building providing up to 112no. one, two & three bed flats and apartments 

https://rsnonline.org.uk/rmtg-share-your-best-practice
https://rsnonline.org.uk/rmtg-share-your-best-practice
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(Use Class C3), commercial development (Use Class E (a,b,c,d,e,f,g(i)) and associated ancillary 
infrastructure’, 123 - 135 Bridge Street, Northampton-Appeal Allowed 

• N/2020/1497 6 storey building providing up to 66no. one, two & three bed flats and apartments 
(Use Class C3), commercial development (Use Class E (a, b, c,d,e,f,g(i)) and associated ancillary 
infrastructure’, 153 - 165 Bridge Street, Northampton- Appeal Allowed 

• APP/W2845/W/23/3327830 Hall Farm, Main Street, East Haddon, West Northamptonshire NN6 
8BU. Appeal Allowed 

• WNS/2022/2060/MAO. Outline Application - with all matters reserved to provide later living 
accommodation (Class 2) as three integrated types of accommodation on a site off the main 
entrance to Whittlebury Park. Appeal Dismissed. 

Pending 
• 2023/5711/PIP Permission in principle for development of 8-9 custom/self-build Land Poundfield 

Road Potterspury Towcester NN12 7QB Appeal Pending 

WNC Planning Policy Meeting 18 September 2024 
At the WNC Planning Policy Meeting on 18 September 2024, we considered the Council’s response to the 
current Government consultation on Reforms to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and other 
changes to the planning system.  Government has published tables identifying what the changes would be 
for each local authority - for West Northamptonshire, this would see the annual requirement increase from 
2,124 to 2,584. For the current plan period (to 
2041) this would increase numbers by 7,820 (17 x 
460), assuming the base date of the Local Plan was 
moved from 1st April 2023 to 1st April 2024. The 
additional work required to meet this need will 
extend the period required to produce the plan and 
therefore the plan period will need to be extended. 
For every year extension there will be a 
requirement of a further 2,584 dwellings.  For 
illustrative purposes an extension of two years 
would see a total additional requirement of 
approximately 13,000 dwellings.  Planning officers 
warned that they will have to go back to the 
drawing board to identify sites for the 8,000 additional homes required by 2041. 
 
During the meeting, I said:  
 
“According to the Rural Services Network (RSN) the NPPF proposes a 70% increase in Housing Targets in the 
Rural Areas and a 6% increase in Urban Areas. This brings a significant challenge to WNC to deliver Housing 
in the right place and of the right tenure”. “There are a huge number of issues if we are to deliver housing 
that meets local needs outside of the planning system. We need to clearly identify the key issues for 
delivery in West Northamptonshire. Just saying we will increase the numbers by 13,000 dwellings won’t 
just solve the problem. We need to get across to Government that planning is a critical factor but not the 
critical factor”.  
 
For WNC to comply with the new changes to the NPPF then there would need to be a thorough analysis of 
the shortfall of infrastructure to include roads, rural transport, schools, electricity, water, heating supply, 
hospitals and other medical facilities together with a report on green space with a view to creating buffer 
areas to prevent our village boundaries coalescing and avoiding ribbon development. Then we would need 
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to acquire this infrastructure ahead of any development. We cannot continue to ignore the existing deficit 
in essential infrastructure in our rural areas. 

Cambridgeshire Live 23 September 2024  
See my quote, which was picked up by Cambridgeshire Live in their article of 23 September 2024. 
https://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/thousands-extra-homes-under-government-
29989131 
 

HOUSING 

Transforming Housing Through 5 Year Funding Regimes 
The Local Government Association (LGA) has published a comprehensive report, "Building a Better Future", 
highlighting the critical 
economic and social 
advantages of implementing 
five-year housing funding 
regimes. This approach is 
positioned as a transformative 
solution to the enduring 
challenges of social housing 
shortages, overcrowded living conditions, and homelessness across England. 

A Call for Consistent Funding 
For the past three decades, the growth in housing stock has lagged significantly behind demand. The 
current fragmented funding landscape, characterised by short-term, competitive funding pots, has led to 
inefficiencies and volatility in housing construction. The LGA report advocates for a shift to consistent, ring-
fenced funding allocated over five-year periods. Such a regime promises to stabilise housing construction 
efforts, streamline administrative processes, and ultimately deliver more social homes to those in need. 

Economic and Social Benefits 
The proposed five-year funding regime offers substantial economic and social benefits: 
Increased Housing Supply: The certainty provided by secure, long-term funding is projected to lead to the 
construction of nearly 200,000 additional social homes over the next 30 years under current funding levels. 
With increased funding, this number could rise to almost 500,000 homes. 
Financial Gains: The report estimates a net boost to public sector finances amounting to £3.3 billion over 30 
years, potentially increasing to £5.6 billion with higher funding levels. These gains stem from reduced 
expenditures on temporary accommodation and homelessness services, as well as increased tax revenues 
from heightened construction activity. 
Socioeconomic Impact: The construction of additional social homes is anticipated to generate 
socioeconomic benefits worth £31 billion, possibly reaching £56.1 billion with enhanced funding. These 
benefits include job creation, greater community stability, and improved living conditions for residents. 

Tailored Local Solutions 
One of the report's key recommendations is the devolution of housing funding and decision-making to local 
authorities. This would allow for more tailored and effective responses to the specific housing needs of 
different regions. By aligning housing strategies with local development plans and infrastructure projects, 
councils can ensure more cohesive and sustainable community growth. 
In conclusion, LGA's "Building a Better Future" report makes a compelling case for the adoption of five-year 
housing funding regimes. By providing secure, long-term funding, local authorities can significantly enhance 

https://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/thousands-extra-homes-under-government-29989131
https://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/thousands-extra-homes-under-government-29989131
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their housing delivery capabilities, resulting in substantial economic, social, and financial benefits. This 
strategic shift promises to alleviate the housing crisis, improve living conditions, and foster stronger, more 
resilient communities across England. 
For a detailed exploration of the findings and recommendations, please refer to the full report on the LGA 
website: Building a Better Future Report https://www.local.gov.uk/.../building-better-future... 

Challenges and Constraints in Housing Supply 
The Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) recently published a working paper on the determinants of local 
housing supply in England, shedding light on the underlying factors that contribute to regional disparities in 
housing availability. 
The study estimates an average local housing supply elasticity of 0.14 over the period from 1996 to 2021, 

indicating a limited 
responsiveness of housing supply 
to changes in demand. This is 
significantly lower compared to 
other countries like the US, 
France, and Germany. The low 
elasticity is attributed to several 
constraints including planning 

policies, geographical factors, and land availability. In rural areas, these constraints are often more 
pronounced due to the preservation of agricultural land and protected natural areas. 
 
The working paper identifies that areas with less land available for development, greater differences in 
elevation, higher historical population density, and stringent local planning authorities exhibit lower supply 
elasticities. Specifically, the share of land available for development and pre-existing urban density are 
highlighted as major determinants, accounting for 80% of the variation in local housing supply responses. In 
rural areas, the availability of developable land is often further constrained by agricultural use and 
protected land designations, such as Green Belts and national parks. 
 
Rural areas face unique challenges in housing supply. The constraints of land use, combined with stringent 
planning policies, often limit the ability to develop new housing. This leads to increased housing prices and 
reduced availability, which can hinder economic growth and demographic diversity in rural communities. 
The working paper suggests that if rural areas had housing supply elasticities comparable to more flexible 
regions, they could better accommodate population growth and housing demand. 
The analysis reveals stark regional differences in housing supply responses. London and other urban areas, 
despite significant demand, have a poor record of building homes where they are needed the most. 
Conversely, areas like the East of England, with fewer geographical constraints, show higher elasticity and 
better responsiveness to demand changes. Rural areas, particularly those with stringent land use policies 
and significant geographical constraints, exhibit some of the lowest supply elasticities. 
The findings highlight the need for policy interventions tailored to the unique challenges of rural areas. 
Simplifying planning processes, increasing the availability of developable land, and re-evaluating land-use 
restrictions, particularly in rural regions, could enhance housing supply elasticity. Additionally, targeted 
policies to incentivize development in rural high-demand areas could help mitigate the housing shortage 
and promote sustainable rural communities. 
 
The IFS working paper provides crucial insights into the factors limiting housing supply in England. 
Addressing these constraints is imperative for improving housing affordability and ensuring that homes are 
built where they are most needed. Policymakers must consider these findings to formulate effective 
housing strategies that align with regional demands and geographical realities, especially in rural settings. 

https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/building-better-future-assessment-economic-and-social-benefits-five-year-housing?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2qNqcNYEJQa7iRMI1rPYPnuiT3VF1uFH6c-naBqnFu9kOAMk-gyZzOFLM_aem_f3-Tydj61kWcgGcTpobnOQ
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For a detailed understanding, read the full working paper: 
https://ifs.org.uk/.../WP202435-The-determinants-of-local... 

Funding for Temporary Housing 
WNC has approved a capital budget of £12.372 million to provide relocatable temporary accommodation 
as part of our ongoing efforts to address the rising need for 
temporary housing in the area. The plan includes the delivery 
of around 100 units of relocatable temporary 
accommodation across two sites in Northampton, reducing 
the reliance on expensive and less stable options like nightly 
lets and bed and breakfast accommodation.  The units - 
known as relocatable temporary accommodation (or reTA) - 
are designed to be genuinely relocatable, ensuring minimal 
regret costs and maximum flexibility. They will support 
residents in securing stable addresses, which is essential for accessing employment and other opportunities 
and helping them transition back to conventional housing. 
 
The project is estimated to save the Council approximately £667,000 annually by providing a more cost-
effective alternative to current temporary housing solutions. 
By providing stable and cost-effective housing solutions, we are not only addressing immediate needs but 
also laying the groundwork for long-term benefits for our community. This initiative underscores our 
dedication to improving the quality of life for our residents and ensuring that everyone has access to safe 
and appropriate housing.  The Council has explored various strategies to tackle the housing crisis, including 
acquiring properties on the open market and increasing affordable housing delivery. However, the 
introduction of reTA is seen as a necessary and innovative step to complement these efforts and ensure 
adequate housing provision for those with an immediate housing need until a permanent accommodation 
solution is found.  The project will also involve the development of housing management and support 
services to help residents prepare for a successful transition to permanent housing. Detailed planning and 
procurement processes will follow to ensure the efficient and effective implementation of the reTA units. 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

Joint Agency Flooding Update 
Agencies are continuing to support Billing Aquadrome’s management with their evacuation plan whilst it 

remains temporarily closed due to flooding and with 
further flood warnings in place.  Around 28 people and 5 
pets stayed at the rest centre overnight and were 
provided with emergency bedding, toiletries and hot food 
and drink and supported by community volunteers from 
the British Red Cross and Re: Act and WNC staff.  A further 
21 people and their pets left the centre having planned to 
stay with family and friends.  All agencies including the 
Fire Service, Police and Environment Agency are 
continually assessing the conditions at the site and the 
ongoing weather however with more rainfall expected, a 

flood warning remains in place for the site.  Having ordered the evacuation of the site, the park’s 
management is working with electricians, plumbers and other contractors with a view to ensuring 
preparations are made to move people back once the flooding risks have passed and it is safe to do so.    

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fifs.org.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2024-07%2FWP202435-The-determinants-of-local-housing-supply-in-england.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR14VkHu7HBOTe8790zdZg5kTaU5kqPNSULkRJwPEGMj71aPzfGKSzlTB70_aem_RfTSQQlZna4gehRCkLCfcg&h=AT2FbbuW_AyvKHihzlWxfGB1B29D0nR5m3GcC_sa_FfqqLCgzUvqQJPaE5KRySuDMDMwa3XOWJ7ir2wZ8fXugtFv1pa9SWTSMsWyYJPOu3RlWBfSD9Lf-HxYinSskgR5d-Pc&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3Ov-kLbE--uI2lVfI0HLAi86B7LK3Ol9ih1tF0TZdbFDtdN8PqAB65fUZNoOQX98qAKmtCJws2mmri4m3AQjTtegswWrFUGVmMIBfGPBLYv2Qm6jk45UGhILVJsO47wkWM
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Water levels across the area remain very high, with flood warnings currently in place on the River Nene at 
Billing and Cogenhoe to Great Doddington, as well as the River Tove at Towcester and Cosgrove and low-
lying areas close to the River Great Ouse and River Ouzel at Newport Pagnell.  
https://check-for-flooding.service.gov.uk/ 
In the event of an emergency where someone is in danger, they should dial 999 or 112.  Further 
information and guidance on flooding and to report it visit Report a flood: 
 https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/its-emergency/report-flood 

Further Progress on Sustainability Efforts 
WNC has continued to make progress in its sustainability journey by retaining a national environmental 

accreditation. We are pleased to have retained the 
Bronze Award accreditation with the 
Investors in the Environment scheme (iiE) following 
an independent audit, showing our commitment to 
reducing our environmental impact. iiE is a national 
environmental accreditation scheme designed to 
help organisations save time and money, reduce 
their impact on the environment, and get 
recognition for their progress. 
As a Council, we have worked to improve on the 
foundations put in place to achieve the bronze 

award for the first-time last year. Over the past 12 months, this has included: 
1) Publishing our first Sustainability Report, setting out priorities against the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals 
2) Focussing on embedding sustainable thinking into all our job roles, projects, and policies rather 

than it being looked at as an addition to or adaptation. 
3) Continuing to grow a sustainability staff network and councillors net zero action group to guide, 

influence and involve communities, colleagues, and partners. 
4) Refreshing the online Sustainable West Northamptonshire information hub and social media 

channels to promote, share and encourage good practice. 
5) Actively supporting staff with additional training, including members of the Sustainability Team 

undergoing a Pathways to Net Zero course. 
6) Consulting the public on a draft electric vehicle infrastructure strategy that will be published in 

early 2025 to support the increase in EVs. 
7) Participating in the national No Mow May campaign for the first time, leaving areas of green spaces 

to grow naturally in a bid to increase biodiversity. 
We are dedicated to making changes that will have a positive impact on the environment and the lives of 
our residents, to make a difference today and in the future. We are taking steps in the right direction and 
are keen to continue building on the work that has already been done. 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/sustainable-west-northants 

Update on Severe Weather from WNC 
Residents were urged to continue to take extra care during the 
month as flood warnings and road closures remained in place 
across West Northamptonshire following the extreme 
weather. 
Although the intense rainfall has eased off, water levels across 
the area remain very high, with flood warnings still in place at 
Dallington, Grendon Brook, Wootton Brook and Cogenhoe Mill. 

https://check-for-flooding.service.gov.uk/
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/its-emergency/report-flood
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/sustainable-west-northants?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2ZsvuGGHkjZTb0BygINtDIcRCi6ke9BopRYYjQS1elsBqXG0tw1mOaYxk_aem_evYK_zrmJfhnQ-EKicrl1w
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https://check-for-flooding.service.gov.uk/alerts-and... 
In the event of an emergency where someone is in danger, they should dial 999 or 112. Further information 
and guidance on flooding and to report it visit:  
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/its-emergency/report-flood 
The stormy conditions have put extreme pressure on the road network, causing localised flooding and 
overwhelming ditches and brooks due to the rapid and intense rainfall not able to drain away fast enough 
across the system. 
Highways response teams for Kier and West Northamptonshire Council have been out and about 
supporting emergency services, having attended 200 incidents during the recent flooding, three quarters of 
which were flooding related with the remainder a mix of emergencies, such as fallen trees and 
dislodged/broken manhole covers. 
 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

West Northamptonshire Local Area Partnerships 
Many of you are aware that I am the Hackleton and Grange Park WNC Representative on the Rural East 
LAP.  
If you live in West Northamptonshire, your area 
will be part of one of the following Local Area 
Partnerships:  

1) Northampton East: Billing and Rectory 
Farm, Riverside Park, and Talavera  

2) Northampton South: Delapre and 
Rushmere, East Hunsbury, Nene Valley 
and Shelfleys  

3) Northampton West: Duston East, 
Duston West, St Crispin and Sixfields  

4) Northampton Central: Abington and Phippsville, Castle, Dallington, Spencer and St George  
5) Northampton North: Boothville and parklands, Headlands, Kingsthorpe North, and Kingsthorpe 

South  
6) Rural North: Braunston and Crick, Brixworth, Long Bucky and Moulton  
7) Rural West: Daventry East, Daventry West, and Woodford and Weedon  
8) Rural South: Brackley, Middleton Cheney and Silverstone  
9) Rural East: Bugbrooke, Deanshanger, Hackleton and Grange Park and Towcester and Roade  

Local Area Partnership Rural East 
The next meeting is due to take place on 22nd October 2024 at 13:00 to 14:00pm. 
At the last meeting on 23 September 2024, we reviewed the LAP progress over the last month, details as 
follows: 

Children & Young People (CYP) 
Towcester had come onto the radar due to an individual having links with a Birmingham gang, B4. In 
addition, at the Schools Contextual Safeguarding meeting they raised concerns that Anti-Social Behaviour 
(ASB) had increased significantly over the last few months and there were concerns this would further 
increase over the summer whilst schools had no oversight. Child Exploitation Risk Assessment Framework 
(CERAF) forms had been completed where appropriate. A Task & Finish group was brought together to 
better understand the issue and seek some solutions. 

https://check-for-flooding.service.gov.uk/alerts-and-warnings?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1u5VCKGqEmbk4viTa_riKkQd5uaokQdlAEXMpw7FL0CmKM8xxxu6ZdVcE_aem_D-Uz8Fyq3durVR4UWCs9og
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/its-emergency/report-flood?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3UxfXNcUwKZAvyUofPUZloYhGOsDrRSxC-beXvluUop02yJQSCl0xYxus_aem_ytUvMPoUN1wnnHkBB3h3WA
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• There is some ASB on the Rec and down through the brook 
area to the back of the leisure centre. A group of ‘Not in 
Education, Employment or Training’ (NEET) young people was 
the catalyst. 

• There was an Incident related to the County Lines issue where 
some young people were chased. 

• Young people are gathering in the Water Meadows drinking, 
smoking weed and swimming in the weir. 

• There is a core group of young people not currently in 
education who would not engage with regular youth clubs or 
sports activities. 

• Parents need support/advice/awareness of grooming and 
gang issues. 

• There had been an assault on the owner of Mega Bounce which occurred on the evening of 
Saturday, 10th August 2024 when he was setting up with his team for the following day. 

• Vandalism/desecration of graves/anti-social behaviour at the Cemetery took place in the early 
hours of Sunday 4th August 2024.  Towcester Town Council has asked the SN Policing Team to 
include Towcester Cemetery in its regular patrols due to ongoing issues with anti-social behaviour 
and threatening/intimidating behaviour over the past 12 months or so.  However, there is a 
concern that local Police do not have sufficient resources to allocate resources to this. 

Action from last meeting 
Guiding Young Minds (GYM) Intervention is 
a confidential service that strives to 
establish credible, life-altering relationships 
with vulnerable Children and Young People 
through delivery of a specialist, holistic 
service.  The GYM bus attended Towcester 
on the following dates: 

a) Mon 5, 19, August 
b) Thurs 8, 15, 22, 29 August 

SNYE fun day on 30 August was a good 
opportunity to engage with young people. 
At the Rec/Brook area and Water meadows 
there are increased patrols and Park Ranger patrols at Water meadows. 

Crime 
Inspector Johnny Davis-Lyons is putting on a week of action and looking at the probability of a date in late 
October.  The following activities scheduled by the Serious Violence Prevention Team in November are. 

• w/c 11th – Op Sceptre 

• w/c 18th – asb 

• w/c 25th – County Lines Intensification & 16 Days of Activism (which does not end until 10 Dec). 

Older Residents 

Dementia Support  
The Rural South and East insight data tells us that we have a higher number of over 75`s and pensioner 
households than average.  We have an aging population.  With age being the biggest risk factor for 
dementia.  
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The LAP will be supporting a fundraising campaign for Dementia UK.  
Please see the details below: 

• Dementia UK November Knitting Challenge, 1st November 2024 - 30th November 2024 
There is no fundraising target for this challenge – we just ask you to raise as much as you can for families 
affected by dementia.  We are challenging you to knit for 30 minutes a day in November.  Get your knitting 
needles out and take on the ultimate crafting challenge for families facing dementia. 

From beginner to pro, everyone is welcome, so challenge 
yourself to set aside some time each day to knit some 
amazing creations.  Whether you sell your items for 
Dementia UK or ask family and friends to sponsor you for 
taking on 30 days of knitting, your fundraising will help our 
specialist dementia nurses offer a lifeline to more families 
when they need it most. 
Is this something any of your social groups would support?  

It would be a worthy challenge to bring people together and help a great cause along the way.  We look 
forward to hearing your thoughts and we will then send out emails with all the joining details etc.  

Women Over 50 Returning to Work 
We are starting a project within the Rural LAPs to support women over 50 re-entering employment.  This 
will align with the Governments ‘Returnership’ program.  A ‘returnership’ is a new offer which brings 

together three programmes to help get older 
workers back to work.  These include 
Apprenticeships, Skills Bootcamps and Sector-Based 
Work Academy Programmes (SWAPs).  
‘Returnerships’ will raise awareness of these 
pathways, providing a clear route back into work 
and encouraging employers to hire older workers. 
David Yarnall discussed the services offered.  For 
the next year up to April 2025, we have funding 
where we can help with social isolation and get 
people back into employment.  There are different 

coordinators who can specialise in different skills.  We will be getting Adult Learning into the Rural East to 
provide residents with more opportunities.  These would be free of charge.  It will make a positive 
difference to social cohesion and isolation, as well as educate the community to return into employment.  
Dates are now being firmed up with all parties to design a scheme of work and commence delivery. 

Carers 
Northamptonshire Carers are embarking on a roadshow of one stop shops across all LAP areas to offer 
information, advice, and guidance to unpaid carers.  Theses 
one stop shops are funded by the Accelerated Reform Fund 
and will include: an informal café style area staffed by Carer 
Support Workers and Volunteers, information about 
Northamptonshire Carers and the services we provide with 
the option to register with Northamptonshire Carers should 
they wish to do so, IT equipment and a printer for carers to 
use to complete forms, blue badge applications etc, a private 
room for pre booked carers assessments to take place and 
each one stop shop will include a form of holistic therapy i.e. hand massage.  
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Our aim is to be as accessible as possible to unpaid carers, bringing information and advice more rural areas 
of the county as well as out towns.  We are yet to confirm a venue for the Rural East. 

Welcoming Spaces 

These are the Welcoming Spaces in Rural East 
• Cogenhoe & Whiston Parish Council 
• Towcester Library 
• Deanshanger Library 
• Tove Benefice 
• Roade Community Library 
• Blisworth Baptist Church 
• Yardley Gobion URC Chapel 
• renew169 Wellbeing Cafe 
• Nether Heyford Parish Council 
• Bugbrooke Parish Council 
• Blisworth Baptist Church 
• Hackleton Baptist Church/ Coffee@Carey 
• Grange Park Church 
• Towcester  St Lawrence PCC (Church) 
• Space 2 Talk Training CIC 
• Deanshanger Man's Club (Deanshanger Parish Council/Good Neighbours) 
• St Margaret of Antioch Church Denton pcc 
• Nether Heyford Community Lounge 
• Denton Church 

Social Isolation- Bereavement 
Our Social Prescribing Link Workers (SPLWs) have expressed a 
concern that there is a gap in support for those suffering from 
bereavement and grief.  They mentioned that there is a feeling that 
8/10 referrals for loneliness are a result of bereavement.  WNC are in 
the process of drafting a business case for the pop-up Grief cafes – 
The Good Grief Trust.  Our aim is to utilise the Welcoming Spaces to 
host these pop-ups.  The long-term goal is to empower communities 
to sustain and manage these groups from within.  
The impact on the residents will be support and companionship during times of bereavement and  
loneliness.  We are currently in early conversations and seeking funding.  

Towcester Health and Wellbeing Strategy 
We have been working with Parish and Town Councils to create health and wellbeing strategies and to 
maximise their impact in promoting health and wellbeing for their communities.  We have met with 
Towcester Town Council and provided data and insight which supports this.  The key strengths and 
weaknesses of the parish were created from an AI summary of the full local insight data report.  The data 
itself is very comprehensive.  This was used to give an overview during our meeting of the priority areas for 
Towcester.  We are all working together to co-produce a comprehensive strategy.  A large Community 
Centre is being built within the new housing development.  There is an opportunity to add groups and 
events within this space. 
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Economic Growth Plans 
Working together with Samantha Hoskings, Brackley & Towcester Town Manager, we are looking to 
implement a programme of work to energise the High Street.  Our aim is to identify and develop areas 
which could provide `pop-up` retail areas for local entrepreneur and SMEs.  We are planning to work with 
Business and IP Centre (BIPC) to support this project. 
To give an overview, the BIPC is delivered via the Northamptonshire Library service and offers several free 
business support resources including workshops, webinars, 1-2-1 support and access to business 
information / market research databases. The BIPC Northamptonshire’s new Build Your Business 
Programme may also be able to support business’s with a £2,000 grant.  They can also talk with you about 
the basic principles of intellectual property (IP) and how these might relate to protecting your business. 

Young Enterprise 
Following on from the highly successful 2-day 
delivery of the business and life skills at EWS, Roade 
Campus which comprised of. 

• Fully funded delivery agreed for whole of 
year 8 from both EWS Campus` to take part 
in a business skills workshop. 

• The aim is to grow workplace skills, 
confidence, finance, presenting, problem-
solving real-life scenarios.  

This presents a valuable chance to influence the 
school curriculum to reflect the needs of the local 
community. 
A second workshop is planned for the Deanshanger Campus in the Autumn term. 

Community Connect  
The Community Connect project was recently launched to improve the wellbeing and welfare services in 
West Northants.  Recognising the value of partnerships, we are working together to maximise the impact of 
Community connect and our commitment is to connect individuals with essential advice and support.  We 
know that by collaborating we can create a stronger, more resilient community and our community 
connects advisers are trained in various aspects of health, social care, and welfare, which enables them to 

provide top notch support and advice to those 
in need.  Our annual goal is to support, advise 
and assist around 300 individuals within the 
community and since April we have already 
signposted, referred, or directly assisted 78 
people which includes 10 families who were in 
urgent need of access to food and other 
necessary resources.  The community connect 

team are out and about at various welcoming spaces, they are also using our minibus to go out to the rural 
villages to try and encourage and enable the community members there to approach them with their 
concerns.  We also recently launched our club, which is where we are facilitating opportunities for our most 
vulnerable and isolated members to participate in various activities throughout the year.  This helps to give 
them a sense of connection to their communities while also combating social and rural isolation and helps 
to promote the active engagement.  So far, we've run three activities which have positive feedback and has 
prompted a demand for additional activities, which help to enhance community connections.  The initiative 
also motivated members to explore new experiences which they may not have tried before, and they said 
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that it has really improved their sense of well-being and their desire to do more socialising now that they 
are able to increase their confidence coming out of the COVID pandemic.  
 
From a volunteering point, we've had more than 500 volunteers participating in various community 
initiatives.  These individuals have dedicated their time and effort to assist members with needs of their 
local community.  They make a substantial contribution and make a greater impact through the work that 
they've been engaged with.  Some of the projects they've been involved with have been the maintenance 
of the grounds at Towcester church and Greens Norton Church, as well as the decoration of two storage 
rooms at Towcester Primary School, which will be used as chill out areas for students with special 
educational needs.  Finally, on to the healthy active ageing, which is what we're now calling the reducing 
health inequalities in older population project.  Last Wednesday, we presented to over 120 community 
members aged 65 and over about ways in which they can live a healthy and active life.  We discussed in 
depth the concept of health inequalities and explored various ways in which we could address them within 
our local community using the local assets that we have available to us.  We agreed that by fostering 
collaboration, communication, and coordination we can engage others so that together we can ensure that 
everyone within our community is living a healthy and active life.  We've got more community 
conversations to have. These will be completed by the beginning of August and once we've got all the 
findings from these community conversations, we will be producing a report that will enable us to plan a 
strategy on how you can reduce those health inequalities in Brackley. 
 

Partner Updates  

Police update 
Sergeant Lorna Clarke gave the following update:  
Immediate justice is the latest government push to get offenders for low level offences completing 
essential community service.  They provide four hours of work back into the community and we've got a 

team of people who will coordinate this.  The initiative takes a 
low-level offence like criminal damage, common assaults, other 
things that the Police are dealing with, and then refers them to 
get an out of court disposal and refer them to the immediate 
justice team.  The Police are looking for work for them to do in 
South Northamptonshire.  They are gradually getting 
themselves set up.  It must be public place it cannot be a private 
place.  They are looking for projects now, the officers have also 
got to put the offenders into referral.   
They are looking at fly tipping and things that are going on in 

this LAP.  They have all their own transport, fully independent and government funded.  It is a pilot project 
but they're looking to roll it out from October 2024.  We are a pilot force and they're looking to push it out 
to all other forces.  They’ve got new people in the team.  Sergeant Lorna Clarke updated that we're 
struggling with South Northamptonshire volume of offenders. They have focused their efforts on 
Northampton because they have a big volume of crime turnover there and it's working well. They are 
gradually finding their feet there and they are trying to spread out to South Northamptonshire. 

GP update 
Dr Philip Stevens gave an update on PML.  PML is a not-for-profit healthcare provider delivering NHS 
primary healthcare contracts in Oxfordshire and Northamptonshire.  “We have been conscious of patients 
accessing urgent care and we had a presentation from NGH Urgent care, Chris Pallot at the health and well-
being board and there was a relative lack of information about what it's going to do for Daventry and South 
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Northants in their county wide plan”.  He admitted for the rural area, we should develop a plan which we 
can share as part of the project.  This has been done, and at the present time the GP Federation are going 

round the practises to look at capacity, both in terms of manpower 
and in facilities to see what we can develop.  The county is meant to 
have based it on population size between eight and nine urgent care 
centres and of course we've got one.  The idea is there are these 
urgent care centres, maybe run by paramedics or nurses with medical 
backup to save people having to go to A&E for assessment and 
treatment.  Principal medical run the urgent care centre some reports 
inside said it is exceptionally busy until 11:00 o'clock at night.  It's been 
very successful in looking to extend it initially to 2 o’clock in the 

morning and then all night.  In terms of financial modelling, the Northamptonshire system is grossly 
overspent.   
 
Dr Philip Stevens had discussions with the Northampton Borough GPs about how we can put a bid together 
with them to cover the whole area.  It's early days, the whole process will take the rest of this year and that 
is the way the care work is going anyway for the ICS.  So, we're looking to have hubs in Daventry, Towcester 
and Brackley.  There will be savings in A&E and to take the pressure off A&E of NGH.  We are looking to 
expand it so we're looking to do it on a basis which is cost neutral at best.   
 
Jackie Power introduced herself to the LAP. She works for PML, Parkwood, which is Denton, Wootton and 
the parks surgeries, including Grange Park and Blisworth.  Anyone in the GP surgery or any member of 
primary care, or mental health can refer patients.  Patients can self-refer.  They can spend more time on 
non-medical issues.  So, people can be referred with issues such as low-level anxiety, social isolation, 
bereavement and benefits, financial stuff.  Social prescribers run well-being groups in collaboration with 
adult learning and Northamptonshire sport.  They have set up a coffee 
morning in Hackleton.  

Towcester Adult Social Care Engagement Sessions 
Promotions continue for Support Services at Welcoming Space 
Towcester Library.  They are all face-to-face drop-in monthly sessions: 
- 
 

• Chatty Café 
• WNC Employment Advice & Support 
• WNC Adult Social Care Team 
• NHFT Talking Therapies Health 

 
From 10am – 12pm, no appointment needed: - 

• 08/10/2024 
• 12/11/2024 
• 10/12/2024 

For further information on Adult Social Care, Towcester Library and 
The Welcoming Spaces please see links below: - 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/adult-social-care-and-wellbeing 
 
 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/adult-social-care-and-wellbeing
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Priority Support for Vulnerable Individuals 
If you know someone with health, communication, or safety needs, they may be eligible for free extra 

support from utility companies. 
This support includes priority assistance during 
planned or emergency gas, water, or power 
outages. 
We encourage you to share this information with 
those who may benefit. 
To find out if they qualify for the Priority Services 
Register, please visit www.cadentgas.com/PSR 

Funding Available for Welcoming Spaces 
Organisations wishing to join our network of Welcoming Spaces are 
being offered grants. Welcoming Spaces places that people in West 
Northamptonshire can visit to stay warm, socialise, access services 
and become better connected to the community. 
Since the initiative started in 2022, 109 spaces have registered, 
109,496 people have attended welcoming spaces sessions and 
5,231 referrals have been made to organisations and services 
including Money & Debt, Housing & Homelessness, Welfare Rights, 
Immigrations Issues, Education, Employment & Support, Mental 
and Physical Health. 
Organisations that would like to join the network can apply for 
grants of up to £1,500 to help them set up a Welcoming Space. 
More information about the grant scheme can be found on our website here: 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost.../welcoming-spaces 

SENDS 4 Dad 
SENDS 4 Dad is pleased to announce its first social café – 
Brew-tiful Bromance. SENDS 4 Dad is a support group for 
dads and male carers who have a child or adult with special 
educational needs and/or a disability. The monthly café will 
be held at Delapre Abbey and will provide a free cup of 
coffee or tea and chances to form friendships and take part 
in fun activities. Members of the group can expect to find 
other like-minded dads and male carers who may have 
interest in taking part in board and card games, walks, arts, 
and crafts, reading etc.  
The café will be for dads and male carers only and it is hoped 
that there will be further cafes open around the county in the 
future (If you would like to see one set up in your area, 
please e-mail sends4dad@gmail.com) 
Further information about SENDS 4 Dad can be found on 
their website: www.sends4dad.org.uk 

24-Hour Mental Health Text Message Service Launched 
Northamptonshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) along with North and West Northamptonshire Councils have 
partnered with charity Mental Health Innovations to offer free, confidential and 24/7 mental health 
support to those across the county through the charity’s text messaging support service Shout. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cadentgas.com%2FPSR%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0R5IUV5YqqsxYJD6FHaL3a9Orfe32Ki51wuPRBRtWzwW6oeOw8vReF5Bg_aem_ZHQOrpqclP5xCFOjD0NLyA&h=AT0tIQjJHANadcoV959TTYCANKD-vlRo6qB-62cG0zNnRbQ1BTv8ckpU6ZrWRiaRYygZlQJ_JuyJF71nWQcWdTp6dDWqbcz-k2UB-hCO9ar-t03domGquwL8Uz_E_itkj8cP&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1p_0l7SWPMjh0mDI1hcVAoHTSjmC3K2wB_z5XKlx0FJZGAV1NbVcCOku8HzHgMqLElvg1HbN7kxbJkdO8BtiHV5MsPPY0uaU9-ZJPI6qSAh4saAU7oWGkhjcJos052OpnC
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support/welcoming-spaces?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2zYW1x7rd34CQ_NIqQnVn7rpezpdYX1SQMm8qhfg_bz2qJ1Swjs4-cIPU_aem_mT5iYu04dCWpxomup4BiIw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sends4dad.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1R0ZD9XSz_IXq2zolbKBWHItXdggwbTF2HaTmWglIUHwbcNWyBcEBCV5w_aem_Y6QvXahsZt3iEPWIKebj8A&h=AT3C_52r3gi3z6uy5bsSq0A2bTzG1IzAL-GjjdtBjWLamw1L0fb_tzRMntSJzRezvRTIjJQ3Q2W-73SVi2901g1ifwT4NW4seFQOwCBkF4SsLNE3Pq3EQQB2V9_nRelwW32K&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3DTp2qhhGo3GCuHKLdo8uCqIvFcTdHqLlGFDaIyoP2EhmorJxS2zGPLGqPZR9WMyceoQNZS2sVU7Wqrtrh0onM-KTwDTQ0dgyOG1ImWGey51Waz01kdOpTo_Ic_Mm7EEtA
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The partnership has been funded 
through North and West 
Northamptonshire Public Health services 
and ICB to provide this innovative digital 
offer for anyone in Northamptonshire to 
enable them to access 24-hour mental 
health support, 365 days a year from 
their mobile phone. The service launched 
on Monday 2 September and people in 
the county can text the word ‘IMATTER’ 
to 85258 to be connected to a trained 
Shout Volunteer. The service is open 
around the clock and can help with issues 

such as anxiety, stress, loneliness, depression and suicidal thoughts. The conversation, which takes place 
entirely by text message, aims to help the texter reach a calmer place with a plan to move forward. It will 
also signpost them to further support available locally. 
Shout is a free, confidential and anonymous service, designed to provide people with in-the-moment 
support. Texting Shout does not appear on phone bills and all messages are confidential unless there is 
concern about someone’s safety. Shout is available and free in the United Kingdom. 
 

Vaccination for Pregnant Women & Unborn Child 
Pregnant women across West Northamptonshire are being encouraged to take up the free flu vaccine offer 
ahead of the winter months. Pregnant women, and their unborn child, are at a higher risk of complications 
and more severe conditions such as pneumonia, as the immune system naturally weakens during 
pregnancy. Flu can also affect the growth of their baby, which could lead to still birth. There is a higher risk 
of pregnant women being admitted to hospital due to flu than the general population. 

In 2023-2024 64% of pregnant women, in West 
Northamptonshire did not get vaccinated against flu, 
increasing the likeliness of them catching the seasonal flu 
infection. This year, West Northamptonshire Public Health 
are encouraging pregnant women to get vaccinated as soon 
as they can. We are starting to see an increase in 
respiratory infections within the community and with the 
colder weather there will be more mixing and movement 
indoors, which will lead to an increase in the spread of all 
viruses, including flu. It is, therefore, important that those 
who are pregnant get vaccinated as soon as possible. 

It is also encouraged that women take up other vaccinations offered whilst they are pregnant, including 
Whooping Cough (Pertussis), so they and their unborn child are protected against vaccine preventative 
infections. For further information, visit the West Northamptonshire Council Immunisation page. 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/health.../immunisation 

EDUCATION & CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

Term Dates for West Northamptonshire Schools 
Below are the term dates for the area, according to West Northamptonshire Council. Dates will vary at 
independent schools, and there could be additional days off at all schools for teacher training days, which 
will vary from school to school. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westnorthants.gov.uk%2Fhealth-protection%2Fimmunisation%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3twiRmOp9hZtvQANbUBQinX1YmHq4Hq5x-pRDSAhHqD-jFMbuIIxHRlKA_aem_oeKWnwBZXmFYiYVf-ATK7A&h=AT3rS3E09ZJSzI_A2eFiFJlzNfw3TE_ntYqasG2f7GT-D6UcxbH_H9PYYVqeRq5iKm_P67R6DI5FJRvhqcHY6rNbGEN5Jzg9uWZ2ur338LizQUbwFKjN31y7UNUg_9sLagV4&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1Ma-T94-NwmVGxqLxX5e4814y-Q6cTc55weYd7Nn9YhgMzPO0MtAi1Y43Ae4H6_6DH0PNLVcBki_S4JzmopBMrHnzD0atcEoi77GsF-k3xw-hK4rKeQAxUWB7TiuClBRdb
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Autumn term 2024 
Monday September 2 to Friday December 20. 
October half term: Monday October 28 to Friday November 1. 
Christmas holiday: Monday December 23 to Friday January 3, 2025. 

Apply for School Places for September 2025 
It’s time to apply for your child’s school place for September 2025 
Parents and carers of children living in West Northamptonshire can now apply for a reception place in a 

primary or infant school, a year 3 place in a junior 
school, or a Year 7 place in a secondary school, for 
the September 2025 intake. 
Parents and carers can apply for a place in reception 
if their child will be four years old on or before 31 
August 2025. The closing date for applications for 
places in reception (and year 3 at junior school) is 15 
January 2025 at midnight.  
The closing date for applications for Year 7 places is 
31 October 2024 at midnight. If you are unsure of 
how the process works or are not sure where to 

start, please do look at the information available on our website.  
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/school.../appeals-process 
All applications, whether postal or online, must be received by the closing date to be considered as on time. 
Late applications will not be processed until after National Offer Days and will be processed in monthly 
rounds. All on-time applicants will receive an offer of a school place on National Offer Days – 3 March 2025 
for secondary places and 16 April 2025 for reception/junior school places. Applicants will then be provided 
with information on the next stage of the process. 
There is a separate application process for children who have an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan, 
details of which can be found on the SEND admissions page. 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/.../school-admissions... 
An independent admission appeals process is available for families who wish to appeal against refusal of a 
place at any school for which they have applied. To find out more about applying for a school place in West 
Northamptonshire and to submit an application, visit: www.westnorthants.gov.uk/school-admissions. 

Send School to Create an Extra 230 Places 
The delivery of the new 230-place school in Tiffield, 
Northamptonshire, has reached a significant milestone. 
Following the demolition and clearance of the site, which 
took place this spring, the steelwork for the school is now 
complete. 
Being built on St Johns Road, on the former St Johns Centre 
site, the construction project is being led by national 
contractor Willmott Dixon for West Northamptonshire 
Council, Greenwood Academies Trust and the Department 
for Education. The new school will provide additional special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 
spaces in the local community. 
Set to complete in Summer 2025, the specialist school will improve access to education and increase the 
support available to families. Pupils aged four to 18 years old will benefit from a variety of facilities 
including specialist teaching spaces, a soft playroom, a sensory room and a rebound therapy room.  

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/school-admissions/appeals-process?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3TX8mFn5dnQgaKQ4KKrmSQ22CjkVAPJdHULT6iRP-kg8Fc-FvXscWDjGQ_aem_a-bzhgadZghnbJwp6f5keQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westnorthants.gov.uk%2Feducation-health-and-care-ehc-plans-process-and-assessment%2Fschool-admissions-arrangements-children%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR29kV4a8h1qi6YLDXxdjY1XML1LS1Qx_II39Rapc_YQg0VcHz01whPljEk_aem_ORv6iG7EugFIzFAY-tHu1A&h=AT0MOjqnAF0GoltxTIlOFB8MG8l822Svf1uBvr0qm2PamGD2xUiomNAHAJhb44tNDKPI4Fe85zOAp3Y7Q_ANs1jKTRCAGp4-X--S6_Mjw0vo1h3BRy2scZVmIa3pIb79pdia&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ATtuakEWpsSoCmnBYQw-FR6YNA4XUGr4vPAecjWSBJDo9tXvAvZj7LUSxrOlmIpaVdTVyFiLNXDV3NNp_oYGq8S8Cf8_51PT8pVPrfyjdS_MINuP_FsqxkOCUd4UmTO9z
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westnorthants.gov.uk%2Fschool-admissions%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1kK9Si1_SNfGYn52S5kd-lbe-oGG9jDl9ZRjsusHrk8hUlOba0G9Z9KK0_aem_G0fbXu7EX8Yeuvq_-g8B-w&h=AT0IiSmh0J2xnSnFn3zHAzaWxeswwkGUgi-CNqbvvJXmVPYUjWV7x29B3jEMUA2d4JhxCISBedaFqjgHmrhwJ9crpzcESHHSmhHJ8BtFhwqbR1IOUCAYPmfoQ2P-EvEf9M6q&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ATtuakEWpsSoCmnBYQw-FR6YNA4XUGr4vPAecjWSBJDo9tXvAvZj7LUSxrOlmIpaVdTVyFiLNXDV3NNp_oYGq8S8Cf8_51PT8pVPrfyjdS_MINuP_FsqxkOCUd4UmTO9z
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A playground, outdoor soft and hard play areas, and staff and visitor car parking are also included within 
the plans. A drop-off area and additional queuing space will also be available, making drop-off and 
collection easier for pupils and parents. Due to the rural landscape surrounding the school, landscaping has 
been prioritised on the 20,217sqm site to ensure the school blends in with the surrounding area. Joining 
Willmott Dixon on the project team are Associated Architects, Hexa Consulting, JEH Planning, Ares 
Landscape Architects and SVM Building Services Design. 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & GRANT FUNDING 

WNC Awarded £1.4m for Skills and to Grow Economy 
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) has awarded £1.4 million in grant funding to a wide range of 
projects, including 24 community organisations to support initiatives focused on enhancing local skills, 
addressing critical needs, and fostering positive change within the community. Funded by the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund (UKSPF), the People and Skills Grant funding is designed to empower individuals and 
grassroots organisations by providing the resources needed to cultivate essential skills and foster a resilient 
workforce equipped to meet evolving needs and drive economic growth. The largest part of the skills 
programme is an initiative called “Skills for Communities”, providing community organisations with funding 
to deliver innovative skills projects. The successful grant recipients were selected through a competitive 
process based on their innovative approaches and potential for significant community impact. The funded 
projects cover a wide range of areas, including Not in Education; Employment or Training (NEET); Digital 
Literacy, Science Technology Engineering Maths (STEM), English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
Literacy at Work; and inclusive recruitment. 

Support on offer will include one to one personalised coaching to help people get back into work, help for 
families in crisis, increased volunteering opportunities, therapeutic sessions to support adults’ mental 
health and emotional wellbeing, and a programme to tackle social exclusion in young people. The primary 
objectives of the People and Skills Grant Funding program include: 

• Enhancing Workforce Skills and providing targeted training programs to help individuals acquire 
new competencies and advance their career and employment prospects, such as Digital and 
Literacy Skills in the Workplace. 

• Promoting Inclusivity by ensuring equitable access to skill development opportunities for 
underrepresented and disadvantaged groups, such as those for whom English is a second language 
(ESOL) or those looking to improve their levels of Literacy at Work. 

• Supporting Innovation and encouraging the development of innovative solutions to address current 
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and future skill needs, such as STEM Skills. 
• Strengthening Community Resilience and building a robust and adaptable workforce that can thrive 

in a rapidly changing economic landscape, focusing on supporting individuals recovering from long-
term health challenges or those leaving care to engage with employment opportunities and 
training. 

The funding has been awarded to a mix of voluntary and community sector (VCS) organisations and 
specialist organisations to deliver specific pieces of work, including: 

• Free to Talk CIC 
• Volunteer It Yourself 
• Learning & Skills Academy 
• Northampton Hope Centre 
• The Good Loaf 
• Salvation Army 
• Shudan CIC 
• Dostiyo Asian Women and Girls Organisation 
• Sport4Fitness CIC 
• Voluntary Impact Northamptonshire 
• Citizens Advice West Northants & Cherwell 
• YMCA Northamptonshire 
• Springs Family Centre 
• Workbridge (St Andrew's Healthcare) 
• Progressive World Vision CIC 
• United African Association 
• Doddridge Centre Limited 
• Peak Empower 
• Innovation CIC 
• Sikh Community Centre & Youth Club (SCCYC) 
• Future Toolbox 
• Restore Northampton 
• Lewis Foundation 
• Tendered Services - Skills for Growth: 
• Adult Learning Service 
• Diversiti UK 
• Learning Skills Academy 
• Support Northants 
• Silverstone Technology Cluster 
• West Northants Employment Support Service 

For more information on funded projects or about our grant programs and any future funding 
opportunities, please visit WNC Funding and Allocations. https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/funding-and-
allocations 

Construction Works Underway for New 
Shopping District 
The works on Fish Street, as part of a wider 
regeneration project to Northampton town centre, 
are well underway with new lettering cementing 
the rejuvenation of this part of the town.  West 
Northamptonshire Council is working with Kier 
Transportation to carry out vital works to enhance 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/funding-and-allocations?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3riNqu_2FtX6t2UFcwRw3W2BrJQmpH-NIO06XbuewvDE4fYM_EWE3ELiI_aem_pWKLzetOdcLpYv-LeK3VvQ
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/funding-and-allocations?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3riNqu_2FtX6t2UFcwRw3W2BrJQmpH-NIO06XbuewvDE4fYM_EWE3ELiI_aem_pWKLzetOdcLpYv-LeK3VvQ
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the appearance of Abington Street and Fish Street. Since March, nearly 900m2 of paving has been installed 
on Fish Street, along with an improved drainage system and fish themed paving designs.  This project will 
lift the quality of the public spaces through high quality materials, increasing seating and planting, 
introducing new art and play opportunities along the street, as well as space for outdoor dining and 
community activity. 
 
Businesses in the area have been kept up to date with the project’s phases, and the project’s dedicated 
single point of contact has been working closely to ensure they have been able to operate with minimal 
disruption.  The redevelopment will complement the wider Market Square transformation and provide 
enhanced connectivity with the rest of the town.  Work continues with the completion of Abington Street 
repaving, the upgrade and installation of street lighting, installation of street furniture, planting of new 
trees, and minor finishing touches. The project is set to be complete in Winter 2024/2025 and will be 
thoroughly cleaned once all construction works are completed.  To stay up to date with the regeneration of 
Northampton Town Centre, visit: https://www.wearenorthampton.com/ 

Headline Acts Revealed for Market Square Reopening 
West Northamptonshire is gearing up for an unforgettable weekend as the newly revitalised and 
reimagined Northampton Market Square prepares to reopen with a spectacular celebration on Saturday 19 
and Sunday 20 October 2024. 

The two-day event promises to be a vibrant 
display of community spirit, culture, and live 
entertainment that residents and visitors 
won’t want to miss, with ABBA tribute the 
Magic of ABBA and Britain’s Got Talent 2024 
finalists Northants Sings Out announced as 
the headline acts. BBC Introducing and 
Northampton Music Festival will also provide 
music and entertainment throughout both 
days, bringing some of the best emerging 
talent from across the country to the main 
stage, creating an energetic and festival 

atmosphere.  Hosted by West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) and supported by Northampton Forward, 
Northampton BID and Northampton Town Council, the grand opening will mark the transformation of the 
town’s historic Market Square into a thriving hub for the whole community. The space, revitalised as part of 
a major regeneration project funded by the Government’s Towns Fund, is set to become a landmark that 
will serve as the beating heart of Northampton for generations to come. 
But the celebration doesn’t stop with live music! Attendees can look forward to a host of family-friendly 
activities, from creative musical performances and cultural displays to historic exhibitions and mouth-
watering food and drink from local vendors, all spaced out in a variety of accessible Zone areas. People will 
also have the chance to explore a diverse range of offerings from local businesses and market traders; from 
fresh, locally produced goods to handmade crafts and expert services like bicycle repairs, key cutting, 
floristry, and more, the market will showcase the best of Northampton’s small businesses and will provide 
an excellent opportunity for visitors to support local traders and discover unique products. 
Starting with the phased return of traders on 20 September, the newly transformed Market Square will 
become a bustling marketplace with high-quality stalls, enhanced lighting, new seating, and an impressive 
interactive water feature. The space is designed to be inclusive and accessible, offering a welcoming 
environment for all. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wearenorthampton.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3lrwMPgWkhmng6AkApv6fwjZr4L3T6fZfseP7bQO3v-YbniPBEHaNnVN8_aem_VBdB4I8ifiw6byBRQaQ0Xw&h=AT0cPClM2bJ0Oa7x33H9YkGFwG0s81DEDuPrBGUnCQRM93InavdUfhRD8Zm2wdaxg9SmNiTvx8aKbxl5DSySegsVQ8a4TdGB0gPmE8P7Z92RxMHYDA9r8sZgiHTWS9OcnjEhwjZ1-hr4Wzpl7q7q&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3teYVxlxWS8vIujn3RC3EbcXqvC1Q6UB8r1QQhSmcrQ_KBRK5rYi12agVN2q9bao8c2-dXtOKP-UeRsnoy5BIZI2C95kgy_fvqrqHyZF1HIgkWeo0JR64DJBlfUTXWrcPP
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Mark your calendars and come along for a weekend of fun, flavour, and festivities as we celebrate the 
reimagined Northampton Market Square. This is a not-to-be-missed event that will leave a legacy for the 
town. For more information on the grand opening and the event schedule, please visit the WNC website. 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/.../reopening... 

Vulcan Works Shortlisted for a Hat Trick of Awards 
The Vulcan Works has been named as a finalist in three separate categories of the Northamptonshire 
Business Excellence Awards.  The centre, which offers office space, business support, hotdesking and co-
working opportunities at the heart of Northampton's Cultural Quarter is up for the Land and Development, 
Community Project of the Year, and Venue of the Year awards at the event, which celebrates the best of 

the county's business community.  Since Vulcan 
Works opened in spring 2023, the dedicated team 
have supported numerous fledgling businesses and 
startups in the digital and creative industries. They 
have also partnered with Barclays and NatWest, as 
well as local business support organisations like 
Growth Hub, Careers Hub, The Marketing Meet Up, 
Northampton BID, NNBN and Digital Northants to 
offer practical business support, networking and 
workshops.  The Vulcan Works is a fantastic example 
of the regeneration we’re delivering in Northampton, 
and to have this work recognised by being shortlisted 

in three categories at the NBEA awards is fantastic.  The Northamptonshire Business Excellence Awards will 
be held on Thursday 7 November at Northamptonshire Country Cricket Ground in Abingdon Avenue, 
Northampton. 

Waspi Women Supported 
WNC has supported a campaign calling for women adversely impacted by changes to the state pension age 
to be compensated. Tens of thousands of women 
in Northamptonshire were among millions 
affected by a government decision in 1995 to 
increase the state pension age from 60 to 65, and 
again to 66 in 2012. The Women Against State 
Pension Inequality (Waspi) group wants women 
to be compensated over the government's failure 
to tell them - or provide adequate notice - about 
the changes. 
A motion to support the campaign was 
unanimously supported at a meeting of West 
Northamptonshire Council last week.  
https://westnorthants.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments... 
Earlier this year, the Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman (PHSO) found communications from 
the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) on the age increase were flawed. 
A DWP spokesperson said: "This was a serious report, requiring serious consideration. "We will continue to 
listen respectfully to the women involved and ensure we take on board any lessons learnt." 
All 68 members at Friday's meeting voted in favour of alerting Northamptonshire's newly elected members 
of parliament and pushing for compensation. 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westnorthants.gov.uk%2Fnorthampton-market%2Freopening-northampton-market-square%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR19jIGdhln4wRz5mc7dyc5oWo32y_04TcEC1IONQ1Oxgdp-gbeHJE4E3Gg_aem_rx5U99XM57c8ft_QfLS7yA&h=AT1tkWtnzWiVqhaGxAvzT_zOBDsJqaJ19SOGpmvHab1NSEX9iQVhh6GRtHPpQ-mL-kIK60DYQAd5KtesU05p3wvf5ZPXTcmWdoi0hYraFqQDomqltztLWMxAGL602dkdytGD&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0JjWBU0zfd9jbIQ9qmDiCRsScCFDXO1fg1yZxDQWUpxbF2QMk6BbrZ1QUEbNm2ybQII4Je4Rk_NIaJPPFj-RH_2Ec0HD6b65bwV26huLdFqKcfB51QWkPOp7ElgJBOU2-B
https://westnorthants.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=142&MId=1567&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0pyQFk0Np-cO-xkGx1awJPpNycDpi971D8ZzprgxSwSp8W6a1nFafhbtU_aem_UAt-8nVxvYx2c6qZ8ArEeA
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TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS 

Traffic Enforcement Rules 
Motorists who continue to flout road restrictions in three busy areas of Northampton now face immediate 
fines for doing so, under enforcement measures to help keep traffic moving there. In February this year, 
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) started to enforce the hatched yellow box at the junction of St 
John’s Street and Victoria Gardens, as well as no Right turns allowed from Fishponds Road into Great Billing 
Way and the bus only route at Hermitage Way. 
The measures were put in place to help reduce traffic congestion after the Department for Transport (DfT) 

changed legislation to enable local authorities to apply for 
powers to enforce against moving traffic contraventions. 
During the first six months of enforcement measures going 
live, a warning notice was issued for first offences to any 
vehicle, however from 1 August (St John’s Street) and 16 
August (Fishponds Road and Hermitage Way) onwards, 
anyone who has breached the rules at these sites has 
received a Penalty Charge Notice (PCN) of £70, reduced to 
£35 if paid within 21 days. Deanshanger Road went live on 

10 June so warning notices are still being issued to motorists for their first occasion breach only. 
During August, 796 motorists received immediate PCNs across the three sites: 

• St John’s Street Box Junction – 415 PCNs 
• No right turns from Fishponds Road into Great Billing Way – 316 PCNs 
• Hermitage Way bus only route – 65 PCNs 

Community Transport Set to Expand 
A community transport service which provides a lifeline to its users is expanding its fleet thanks to funding 
from West Northamptonshire Council (WNC). 
Towcester-based Ability was awarded a £477,181 grant by West Northamptonshire Council, out of the 

Government’s Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) 
and UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF). 
The community transport provider has used the 
money to buy four new minibuses, increasing the 
size of its fleet to 14 vehicles and allowing the service 
to reach even more people and places across the 
West Northamptonshire area. 
The not-for-profit Community Interest Company has 
so far taken delivery of two Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinters, and officially launched them at an event at 
the Council’s offices at The Forum in Towcester this 
week. The two new vehicles will soon be joined by 

two Mercedes Cityliners. It’s all a far cry from Ability’s humble beginnings in 2018, when Directors Lynn and 
Nigel Hinch raised money for a single minibus with the aim of helping to reduce isolation and loneliness for 
those without access to public transport, or who might otherwise struggle to get out and about. 
Today the organisation operates a wide range of on-demand bus services across West Northamptonshire, 
linking villages and towns via regular routes as well as taking people on shopping trips and outings, and 
even offering door-to-door transport for those who need it. 

Ability’s impact on the communities it serves was recently celebrated by BBC Radio Northampton, who 
awarded the service the Great Neighbour Award in its Make a Difference Awards 2024. 
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Ability is one of seven community transport operators to receive money from a £951,000 pot set up by 
West Northamptonshire Council thanks to the REPF and UKSPF funds. In Ability’s case, the majority came 
from REPF. Brackley Volunteer Car Scheme, Cogenhoe & Whiston Parish Council’s Village Hopper service, 
the Comm Minibus, Daventry Area Community Transport, Northampton Door to Door and Towcester Area 
Door to Door all also benefited from a share of the funds. 

People can find out more about REPF and UKSPF funding on the WNC website.  

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/funding-and-allocations 

More information about ABILITY can be found at abilitycic.org.uk 

 

POLICE FIRE & CRIME COMMISSIONER 

Road Safety Fund 
Supported by the Northamptonshire Safer Roads Alliance (NSRA), grants of between £500 and £5,000 are 
available for initiatives that support road safety priorities. This includes speed reduction, anti-social road 
use, drink or drug driving, educational initiatives that 
lead to positive behavioural change on the roads, and 
projects that improve road safety near schools. 
Since the start of the 2024/25 financial year in April, 
this grant pot has awarded nearly £60,000 to local 
parish councils and schools to improve road safety. 
This has helped fund both the purchase and 
installation of vehicle activated speed signs, signage 
and various other traffic calming measures. 
https://northantspfcc.org.uk/.../road-safety-community-fund/ 

Serious Violence Partnership Awards 
Northamptonshire Serious Violence Prevention Partnership (NSVPP), has awarded £68,642 to Family 
Support Link, supporting the expansion of the Northamptonshire Parents under Pressure program (PuP). 
The NSVPP first supported the program in 2023 and this new award extends the program to support 
additional families with complex needs, including parental substance abuse and children either currently 

engaged with child protection or those who are at 
imminent risk of going into care. It focuses on working 
with the parents to develop emotional regulation skills, 
confidence and be emotionally supportive so they can 
support their children in developing their own self-
regulation. 
The expansion of the programme will target early 
intervention within families that have high risk factors 
for becoming involved in serious violence. This project 
is a part of the NSVPP’s proactive public health 

approach to serious violence, aiming to not just tackling the problem but preventing its occurrence. 
It will help protect children and young people from experiencing adverse childhood experiences while 
building resilience and other protective factors. Addressing these challenges reduces the potential for 
children to become involved in a life of crime, violence and drugs. 
Northamptonshire Serious Violence Prevention Partnership (NSVPP), formally NSVA, was formed in 2023 to 
tackle serious violence in Northamptonshire. The partnership includes Northamptonshire police, 
Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service, Youth Offending and Probation Services, Northamptonshire 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/funding-and-allocations
http://abilitycic.org.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2YvlbcCllxqwgVjbWBUALwsq7rI_rmiTYn11oW8M_fErFaaJWvsx05v6s_aem_vFQCLMydkaK7YWk9eHL89A
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnorthantspfcc.org.uk%2Four-work%2Fgrant-schemes%2Froad-safety-community-fund%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0Z1qJeJAK1kcFg6TDg9wpmP5KTzbKP3caOs3D7Pkcx8uTDs_mLhqn474U_aem_MLkMDzh1G3hzDd8oANW3JA&h=AT3tXAcDt9Cxp8KAGUVC_K5djmvb9GxyZ-0_ysCUJZusUEaKl2t603U1-20rxbArMVNK5kcmTQfiPJ5tEM-5uYlWKwd69SqD-ctKMpUsk9PZYb73tvVZ8doJYe__A_8kViJc&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3NOQYrTL4qo8GPjTVkdHA9eXDoOobX__ZTH-bzL8bHDe-QkZ9dYeR696ZYRS7T5z9jkG6oyxopxKuFuxdZ_RuJzNHJKy-_SRjhwZAVrk3Y7AnhUkr5lG8heaLDbzEexUu5
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Integrated Care Board, North Northamptonshire Council, West Northamptonshire Council with the 
Northamptonshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner. The NSVPP aims to stabilise and reduce serious 
violence, and to understand the underlying causes of violence in the county. Their focus will be on 
preventing violence from occurring because it is not inevitable but preventable. 
For more information: https://northantspfcc.org.uk/the-serious-violence-duty.../ 

Immediate Justice Having Positive Impact 
More than 100 people have been referred to a scheme 
helping to repair the damage they have caused to local 
communities by anti-social behaviour. The Immediate 
Justice Team, which sits within the Office of the 
Northamptonshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner, 
has helped to facilitate more than 380 hours of 
community improvement work across the county since 
December 2023. 
This work has been carried out by people who have been 
referred to the scheme by Police Officers and PCSOs after committing offences such as criminal damage, 
being drunk and disorderly, harassment and causing a public nuisance. The Immediate Justice scheme sees 
those who have carried out low-level crimes swiftly and visibly pay for the damage they have caused. 
People who have been dealt with, carry out reparative work such as litter picking, removing graffiti, and 
repairing public property, instead of being charged through the courts for their crimes. 
Of 108 referrals to the Immediate Justice programme: 

• Seventy-nine have completed their penalty, with a further sixteen pending. 

• Nearly two thirds were referred to the scheme because of drug possession. 

• Most people to take part were men. 

• Most were aged between 18 and 24. 

• Thirteen have refused to take part and will be referred to the arresting officer. 
Starting from mid-September, young people aged between 13-17 can now also be referred to the service 
and complete community improvement work. 
 

CULTURE, HERITAGE & 
SPORT 

Park’s New Mountain Bikes for You to 
Try Cycling 
Twenty new mountain bikes have been 
donated to Northampton Bike Park by West 
Northamptonshire Council (WNC). The bikes, 
together with a set of 20 helmets, will allow more people the opportunity to try mountain biking without 
the commitment of buying a bike.  They have been gifted to the park as part of the Council’s partnership 
with British Cycling – a two-year initiative funded by the UK Shared Prosperity Funding (UKSPF) with the 
aim of encouraging more people to ride and making cycling more accessible for everyone. The partnership 
recently saw West Northamptonshire successfully host a stage of the men’s Tour of Britain race when one 
of the competitors was Tom Pidcock, who won Olympic gold for Team GB in the men's cross-country 
mountain bike race in Paris over the summer.  Communities across West Northamptonshire came out to 
show their support for the Tour recently and were hopefully bitten by the cycling bug. We’re delighted to 

https://northantspfcc.org.uk/the-serious-violence-duty-and-the-northamptonshire-serious-violence-prevention-partnership/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3twiRmOp9hZtvQANbUBQinX1YmHq4Hq5x-pRDSAhHqD-jFMbuIIxHRlKA_aem_oeKWnwBZXmFYiYVf-ATK7A
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be able to gift these bikes to provide an opportunity for people who may not have previously been able to 
use the park to come along and enjoy all the benefits it has to offer. 
 
Opened in September 2022, Northampton Bike Park is a joint project between WNC and Northamptonshire 
Sport and features a multi-user green trail, off-road mountain bike trails of varying difficulties, plus climb 
sections and a skills area. Situated on the site of the old Delapre golf course, the Park is well connected to 
the local cycle network, town centre and neighbouring housing areas, including the Norbital, National Cycle 
Route 6, and is accessible to people of all ages and abilities. 
Cycling is a great way to be active and the donation of the bikes is a step forward in helping even more 
people to enjoy the bike park and the trails. We run a programme of courses for beginners to the sport, 
being able to offer a bike as part of the package opens the opportunity to try Mountain Biking without the 
commitment of buying a bike. The donation also means we can invite local schools and community groups 
to come and try the facilities in pre-arranged visits. 
Find out more on the Northampton Bike Park website. 
https://northamptonbikepark.org/ 

Residents invited to get involved with New Exhibition 
Residents are invited to get involved in the curation of a new major exhibition exploring and celebrating 
Northamptonshire’s rich past at Northampton Museum and Art Gallery (NMAG). A History of 
Northamptonshire in 100 Objects is set to open in September 2025 and will cover an extensive period; from 
when life first appeared on Earth millions of years ago, up to the present day. 

The exhibition will be the culmination of West 
Northamptonshire Council’s (WNC) three-year Arts 
Council England-funded Histories of 
Northamptonshire project which involves 
collaborating closely with individuals, groups, and 
communities across the county to celebrate and 
share Northamptonshire’s heritage. The exhibition 
will highlight 100 objects selected by guest curators 
and the museum, providing a wide-ranging 
exploration of the people, places, events, and items 

that have shaped the county’s identity. 
NMAG is seeking Guest Curators to help choose the objects and stories that will be featured in the 
exhibition and work alongside the museum team to research, present, and tell the story behind each 
object, with their contributions not only forming part of the exhibition but also featuring in an 
accompanying book, website, app, and podcast series. 
Guest Curators can be individuals, groups, or societies proposing an object for inclusion. No prior historical 
knowledge or expertise is required, and the objects can represent any period of Northamptonshire's 
history, from ancient times to the present day. 
If you are interested in becoming a guest curator, selecting an object, and telling its story for the exhibition, 
or if you'd like to learn more about the many exciting elements of the Histories of Northamptonshire 
project, visit the museum’s website https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/  
or email hon@westnorthants.gov.uk for more information. 
The deadline for guest curator submissions is 7 October 2024. Submission forms can be requested via email 
or completed online on the WNC website. 
https://www.northampton.gov.uk/xfp/form/562 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnorthamptonbikepark.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR21xAY9o66iY3tVravr5mYNzFCn7xUo-2dBYq55mHLxSD81jRgRLQ9C2ME_aem_rpZsrwcci-mJnQK_0eZpfg&h=AT3dSRcjcZAust9Pp0BrljFj7bEClwEzaLf5NdVekl4g7nve3mNoS5w-8XeA6luvEIWbuk7__RhmWjUntQGi8EG4MeQWTpTY5Xq0wnMcR8q9q2fNaS8YsxmF5Gz-47UMuGve&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT23K5oaP95sN_iKoIQV6yo_6ilRRpm8aIaxwWg65fgFvzpHPmEBsAqbYS8VRmW3NPRT8k5B13CKSTaENfmx9cQcHT1B0ziKuwwxtAgez5qxZHr3hXgea0vmxcxWB18sD5OS
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northamptonmuseums.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3Xq9FmoCGOXllMdBlk5Y6tWcwgVNhbLDC5frCpaDz57bai9n7imP1GRNs_aem_rljpiS7jfwAj2H-XCNtjPQ&h=AT3Ku5Nx3m58MK3Wtfg8RCov63fomRhPI2-qDuKEeN8PCg3uVRN_06sEZrPZVBgB1rdYtnmdN3spYNNJWuebk7J5hgibBCy8Uy0CryJK58LyUoSC3GqhgZFbBT-nc4-x4cHf&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2Q3SgKNpJXa0fh6IT1GJrNteq6_dig_tg1jlKjxfr8omf3_BNlVnJpmIz1a38hnTuHLbtD8LK9uM-YZnDONr5Xfji8MtlFBHdAB99BWaL47_quxLWGm9jP_Q9krchZoVob
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northampton.gov.uk%2Fxfp%2Fform%2F562%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3urqaro5NT30l4uwXyGEqkyh8P9ELI8sSkCxMmv2Ur-TxSD5rnrlk8nmE_aem_q4qA5jGIVw5M3i7Rl-KCbA&h=AT0IppC9nHKLqvWT0vw0TCB2pPpTpSbUExhI8vDb1aQCYuTkMn7MSd2UKGPA_-Zm23QAzhZTGaz-nDhEwzOlOSvJrigQTIkhiendy6dnIZXt3HHLxpktL8rNPCJWTDBLAT4a&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2Q3SgKNpJXa0fh6IT1GJrNteq6_dig_tg1jlKjxfr8omf3_BNlVnJpmIz1a38hnTuHLbtD8LK9uM-YZnDONr5Xfji8MtlFBHdAB99BWaL47_quxLWGm9jP_Q9krchZoVob

